
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

Well, we’ve come to the end of the academic year, and what a week it’s been! It’s been a week of challenges, stepping outside of your    

comfort zone, showcasing talents and saying goodbyes. 
 

Last Friday, the BSA held their annual Summer Sizzler, which was another success. There were fun games, a barbecue, ice 

cream van, foam party, country dancing and, of course, throwing wet sponges at Mr Goldsmith in the stocks. Thank you to all 

who supported us, and thank you to the BSA for my lovely gifts; I have always enjoyed taking part in the BSA’s events. A huge 

thank you to the BSA who work tirelessly to support the school. Remember, every parent/carer is automatically a member and the core 

team are always looking for extra help to help organise and run events. Do come along to the next meeting where you will be very welcome. 
 

On Saturday, Mrs Baker and Mrs Jones undertook an amazing challenge to raise money for the Mountbatten Hospice. They       

abseiled down the Spinnaker Tower and raised an incredible £1640! A huge well done to them both. We are in awe of you! Thank 

you to everyone who donated. 
 

Also on Saturday, our country dancers delighted the crowd at the BHS’s Summer Show, where they performed two circle dances, a 

square dance and a maypole dance. Thank you to the country dancers - you were brilliant! 
 

Talking of performances, the children showcased their talents on stage in our whole school production of You Are Special. It 

is a warm-hearted, poignant story with a strong message of acceptance and of being non-judgemental, and that God (Eli) 

loves you just the way you are, because you are all special. There were a few tears in the audience! Well done to our children 

- there are some future stars of stage and screen, I have no doubt. 
 

We said a sad “goodbye” to our Y6 leavers this afternoon in the service at St Mary’s Church. They shared memories of their time 

here, as well as advice for the Y5s. We “oohed” and “ahhed” at photos of them through the years, presented them with their 

Bibles, hoodies, leavers’ book, and some gifts from the BSA. I wish them all the very best for their futures in secondary school 

and beyond. 
 

Saying goodbye is always emotional, and I have been overwhelmed by the kindness and generosity shown to me over the past 

few days. I have received so many thoughtful cards and gifts from children, staff and parents, and I would like to thank everyone 

who has taken the time to make my farewell so special. I am also incredibly grateful for the generous Theodosia voucher that you 

have all contributed towards. I truly feel very spoiled! During Golden Worship this morning, each class presented me with a 

beautiful handmade card filled with heartfelt messages. I was also touched by the lovely gifts from the staff, and we all enjoyed 

watching two wonderful videos: one reflecting on my time at the school, and another of the children singing and dancing to 

Count on Me. They were both incredibly moving and will remain treasured memories. Being part of Brighstone Primary School for the past 

19 years, including the last six as headteacher, has been both a privilege and a pleasure. What makes this school so special is its wonderful 

staff, fantastic children and supportive parents/carers and community. We may be a small school, but we have a very big heart. I will miss 

everyone enormously, although I'm sure our paths will cross again - we do live on a small island after all! Thank you all for your kindness, 

support and friendship. It has meant more to me than words can say. As a gift for all the children, I have commissioned a ‘Reading Nook’ to 

go on the school field. This is currently being made by Brighstone Men in Sheds and will be installed ready for September.  
 

We also said goodbye to Mrs Green (and goodbye to Miss Sztypuljak who was unable to come in today). We thank you for all 

your hard work and dedication to the children, and we wish you all the best for the future. 
 

I hope to see lots of you at the Summer Shindig this evening, where there will be live music, a bar and food. It looks like it’s going to be good 

fun! 
 

Thank you again, and I hope everyone has a fabulous summer!  

With very best wishes, Mrs Lennon  

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

As we come to the end of the school year, we turn our 

thoughts to the many journeys we take in life: starting 

something new, facing challenges, and taking the next 

step.  

As we look ahead to new adventures, we are reminded that whatev-

er the future holds, we can move forward with confidence, knowing 

that God is   always with us and that we never walk alone.  

Loving God, 

Thank you for walking with us on every journey we take.  

As we look ahead to new adventures and the next steps in our lives, 

help us to be brave, kind and hopeful.  

Guide us when the path feels uncertain, encourage us to try our 

best, and remind us that you are always with us       

wherever we go.  

Amen 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 

This week, our word is: 
                                     

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_O9ESnshVag 
 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

New Adventures 
 

Every journey starts somewhere, 
With just one little step. 
A smile, a wave, a hopeful heart, 
And dreams we're ready to accept. 
 

New adventures wait before us, 
New paths for us to try. 
With chances to discover more, 
And reasons to aim high. 
 

We'll meet some new and friendly faces, 
Say "hello" and make new friends. 
Sharing laughter, learning together, 
On adventures that never really end. 
 

There may be twists and there'll be turns, 
Some challenges to face. 
But each new step helps us to grow 
With courage, strength and grace. 
 

So as we turn the page ahead, 
Let's welcome all that's new. 
With happy hearts and hopeful minds, 
There's so much we can do. 
 

And wherever life's path leads us, 
Near or far away, 
We know that God walks by our side, 
Guiding us each day. 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. Boni visited us to tell us about the  

Summer Reading Challenge. 

The Summer Reading Challenge returns to all island     

libraries from 4th July with this year's theme, Read to the 

Beat, celebrating music and creative self-expression.     

Children can read any six library books over the summer to 

earn a medal, and this year they can also choose from a 

range of optional reading goals, such as reading a graphic 

novel, listening to an audiobook, or reading a friend's                

recommendation. Designed to inspire a love of reading 

and make the challenge more inclusive, it offers something 

for every child, whatever their reading ability.   

 

See the email 

that was sent out 

for further            

information. 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 

Week Commencing 20th July 

 (National attendance target: 95%) 

 Actual Attendance: 97.35% 

            Late marks this week: 13  

 

Annie won our Attendance Heroes         

Challenge this half term, with a voucher for 

four ice-cream sundaes from Tandem     

Tearooms! Enjoy! 

 

 

https://

www.nhs.uk/live

-well/is-my-child

-too-ill-for-

school/ 

 

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

hello and goodbye 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_O9ESnshVag


 



 



School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 
 

 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term; Summer Shindig 
 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

 

Day 5:   Monday 27th July 2026  

 

Term dates are available on our school website: https://

www.brighstoneprimary.org.uk/calendar/ 

 

Academic year 2026-2027 

 

Tuesday 1st September:  School closed for staff development day 

Wednesday 2nd September: School closed for staff development day 

Thursday 3rd September: First day back for children 

 

This page is regularly updated. 

 


