
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

First of all, I would like to say a huge well done to all of our Y6 children who completed their SATs this week. They all worked extremely hard 
(after enjoying a delicious breakfast each morning). Thank you to the other year groups for being considerate and moving around the school 
super quietly, and especially Years 3, 4 and 5 for giving up their classrooms for some or all of the mornings. Thank you, also, to the           
governors who were in each morning invigilating. 
 

Breaking News! We will be performing a whole school play called ‘You Are Special’ in the marquee in the last week of term (see the 
calendar on p11 for dates and times). All of the children will be involved with acting, singing and dancing, and children will also 
have the opportunity to audition for specific speaking roles. Further information will be sent out after half term. 
 

We have been informed that the Island Free School will be having two transition days, and their second one falls on our scheduled Sports 
Day. As we don’t want any of our children to miss out, we have had to reschedule our Sports Day to Wednesday 15th July. We apologise for 
any inconvenience. 
 

We value our links with the local community, and, as part of this, The Nest children have been visiting Tandem Tea Rooms each week to 
experience going to a café and to develop their social and communication skills (a huge thank you to the tea room’s staff who help to     
facilitate this in a very supportive way). The team was delighted and deeply touched to receive an anonymous donation in support of “this 
excellent initiative”. We would like to express our sincere thanks and heartfelt gratitude to this generous and thoughtful couple.  
 

Last week’s Wolverton Folk and Blues was a huge success. The sun shone down on a fun and    
enjoyable day. Many thanks to everyone who helped with the BSA tea tent, whether through    
donating a cake or helping with the marquee or to serve refreshments. We made an incredible 
£1800 minus expenses. Thank you to Richard and his team, as well as to Skye M and Helena for 
their excellent running of the glitter tattoo stall. What superstars!  
 

The BSA has signed up for the IW County Press competition in a bid to win equipment for the school. All you have to do is collect tokens 
from each week’s copy of the County Press and hand them into school (see the box in the foyer). See the poster on p5 for more details. 
 

On Friday 22nd May, we are asking children to wear purple non-uniform for Juvenile Arthritis Day (see the poster on p4). 
Please bring in a donation for this worthwhile charity (one of our children has juvenile arthritis) as well as bringing in a cake 
or biscuits (home-made are bestsellers) for Northcourt Open Gardens (see the poster on p5).  
 

Reminders 
Hair accessories and socks should only be in the school colours: navy, grey, white or black. 
Bottles should only contain water, not squash. 
Please check your child’s hair for head lice.  
 

I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.  
With best wishes, 
Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is The Parables of Jesus. This week, we have been  

learning about The Parable of The Yeast. The value is hope. 

Jesus told his disciples another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like this. A 

woman takes some yeast and mixes it with forty litres of flour until the whole batch of 

dough rises.” 

We talked about yeast, and the difference that it makes when it is added to dough. A 

small amount of yeast can make a big difference. 

Some children acted out a 

little play, and one of the 

characters said, “Just like 

one little bit of yeast can 

affect 

a massive amount of dough, so a little bit of kindness or some help 

for someone can make the world of difference.” 

What act of kindness could you do for someone? 

 

  

 

 

Dear God, 

 

Help me use my hands for good, 

Help me love as I should. 

With kind words and a helping hand, 

Let me spread love across the land. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Our front page is so full today, that we are using two extra pages for class news this week. 

 
 

Bumble Bee class 
On Tuesday, Bumble Bee class visited Carisbrooke Castle! It was a lovely sunny day and we enjoyed a fantastic workshop, led 
by Estelle from the Island Heritage Centre. She told the fairy tale of Sleeping Beauty and then talked through all of the      
different roles that there would have been at the castle at the time that it was occupied.  
 

We walked around the castle and even saw a pair of King Charles I's underpants, which he used to sneak messages through. 
The lady who did the laundry for him used to pass on the messages before they got caught!  
 

(Apologies, but we can’t currently access the photos from this trip due to a technical issue. We hope to be able to share them 
soon.) 
 
 

This week in Art and Design, the children have been using Lego as a printing tool. Their challenge was to add paint and print in 
different ways, to create different effects. Some children decided to overlap the colours, others chose to experiment with 
different blocks, some children chose to create a picture using the bricks, or to write their name. There was some lovely      
experimentation going on.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Honey Bee class 
In RE this week, Honey Bee class have been continuing our thinking about 'sacred places'. We recreated a Buddhist home 
shrine in our classroom and found out about the uses and symbolism of the items placed on it. We listened to the sound of the 
singing bowl and smelled the incense burning. We learned about the symbolism of lotus flowers and made some of our own to 
decorate the shrine. 
 

We took our Maths learning outside and used groups of natural items that we found around the field and playground to work 
out fractions of 'whole amounts'. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Digging Delight 

Last term, the school council asked the Gardening Club if they could make a digging pit for the      

children to use at break time. So the gardeners set about reshaping the old pit to make it bigger and 

better. Poppy, one of our gardeners, asked her dad if he had some wood to make a frame and he 

very kindly came up with some lengths of wood that were perfect for the job. The children measured 

up and, with the help of Mr Freeman, a frame was constructed. The school bought a bag of Island 

topsoil and the pit is now fully operational. Who knows what might be discovered in their               

excavations?? 
 

 

Tongue-in-Cheek Word Game (courtesy of Mrs Sharp) 

Look at the picture(s) to complete the phrase:  
 

"April showers bring May __________" 
 

Either a simple word or short phrase will be acceptable. 

Answers on a postcard to the BBC weather department. 

 
 

 

 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

                                     
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvTdqNL81Q8 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 
 

Raining Cats & Dogs 
 
I overheard someone say 
it was raining cats and dogs today, 
so I grabbed my coat and grabbed my hat 
to dash outside to catch a cat.  
 
I pictured them raining in the streets 
with dogs then landing up in trees. 
But there were no animals to be found, 
just big deep puddles on the ground. 
I imagine that they landed safe, 
and ran off quick to get away. 
 
Next time it rains, I hope it brings 
a flood of animals and other things. 
I'd like a shower of kangaroos, 
and a quick downpour of gnus. 
I'd want a drizzle of raccoons, 
and a thin mist of baboons, 
then after about an hour or two, 
the street would just be one big zoo! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kidspoetryclub.com/poems-about-weather 
 
 
 
 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 

This week, Kobe recommends Fun Run by Gill Munton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 11th May 

 (National attendance target: 95%) 

 Actual Attendance: 94% 

            Late marks this week: 6 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

paint 

The mice are wearing hats. The ants are wearing 

pants. The dogs are in shoes. The crocodiles are in 

pink and blue shirts, and the fox won the race.  

The giraffe has a flag, the bunny has a flag and the 

elephant’s got a flag so they can wave them when one 

of them wins. 

I felt excited to read this 

book because I like foxes 

and I like it when they win 

fun runs. 

http://www.kidspoetryclub.com/poems-about


Flower Bee Olive, Cleo, Arthur and Molly for showing a true love of reading and always getting on with their 
RWI lessons with enthusiasm. 

Bumble Bee Oscar H - Mrs Dunn is VERY proud of Oscar for remembering all his Set 2 sounds this week. We’ve 
all also noticed his enthusiasm for reading more and for working super hard every day in class.   
Freya for recognising so many sounds in her RWI and reading sessions. Freya never guesses, she 
will always take her time to look for the ‘special friends’ in each word. She has excellent            
perseverance and is making great progress   
Jacob for, not only showing kindness and being extremely helpful every day, but for always      
having such a positive attitude and energy. He’s a joy to teach and a great friend to others and 
member of the class.  

Honey Bee Poppy for excellent effort, particularly in Maths and English and for helping others with our RE 
craft activity.  
Evan for improved engagement and focus in English and Maths and making a real effort to be 
'ready to learn'. 

Ivy Bee Flo for her unwavering attention to her SATs revision, showing excellent focus and dedication to 
her learning.   

Sports Bee Jacob for always showing great focus and effort in PE, demonstrating the School Games Values. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More info here 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jia.org.uk/event/wearpurpleforjia/


 



 





School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 
 

Tuesday 19th May:  Honey Bee trip to IW County Show Education Day 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term; wear purple for Juvenile Arthritis 

                                                         Day 
 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Friday 5th June:   Careers Day 

Saturday 13th June:  Shorwell Midsummer Fair (country dancing) 

Thurs 18th - Friday 

19th June:    Y4 residential 

Monday 29th June -  

Wednesday 1st July:  Y6 residential 

Friday 3rd July:   Y6 Leavers’ Service in Portsmouth Cathedral 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Transition Day for the Island Free School 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Wednesday 15th July:  Sports Day - change of date 

Friday 17th July:   BSA Summer Sizzler 

Saturday 18th July:  BHS Summer Show (country dancing) 

Wednesday 22nd July:  Whole school summer play (2pm) 

Thursday 23rd July:  Whole school summer play (6pm) 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term; Summer Shindig 
 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:   Monday 27th July 2026  


