
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

This week, our Y6 children have been busy taking part in their mock SATs. These help them to prepare for the real SATs that are 
coming up in May. They have worked really hard to remember and apply their learning, and, in the next couple of weeks before 
SATs, they will be working hard to close any gaps to give themselves the best possible chance. Well done and keep it up, Y6s! 
 

Yesterday, the whole school took part in a workshop run by Hamish from Playground Proms; this was to introduce us to, and prepare us for, 
the comedy string quartet who will be visiting us on Monday. We played some noise-making warm-up games and then learnt the words and 
actions for the song we will be singing with the musicians on Monday. After that, KS2 continued with Hamish, exploring the ‘size’ of sounds 
and the repetitive patterns that music makes. We used our bodies to express this and then ended up being spacemen to Strauss' "Sunrise" 
fanfare (better known as the music to 2001 A Space Odyssey). The performance on Monday is lining up to be a very exciting one and we 
can't wait! 
 
 
 

Class news 
“In our Science lesson, Bumble Bees went outside in the sun and had a 'plant hunt' around the school grounds. We looked for all different 
plants - one that was taller than us, one in a strange place, one with a flower, one with lots of leaves and many more. We realised that 
plants come in all shapes and sizes and can all look very different.” Mrs Baker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Flower Bees have started doing dictation each week. This week, everyone in the class was able to write, either alone or with support, ‘a 
dog can dig’.  One group even managed to add their own word to describe the dog.” Mrs Cousins 
 

I hope everyone has a lovely sunny weekend.  
 

With best wishes, Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is The Parables of Jesus. This week, we have been 

learning about The Sower. The value is wisdom. 

We watched the story of The Sower. We thought about the message behind 

this story. When the sower spreads the seeds on the different soils, the flourishing of the 

seeds depends on the soil onto which they fall. Only one part of the soil is deep, rich and 

fertile. The seeds that fall into this soil put down good roots and grow into healthy, fruitful 

plants. 

The seeds in the story represent God’s wise teaching which helps us to flourish and live 

our lives well. The four soils in the story represent the different types of people who hear 

this teaching.  

Some people will be like the deep, rich, fertile soil. They will hear God’s wise teaching and 

try to put it into practice in their lives. They will do their best to love others and make a 

difference in the world. Their lives will be fruitful.  

Some people will be like the other types of shallow, rocky or 

weedy soils. They will hear God’s teaching but it doesn’t reach 

their hearts and they will not put it into practice. They will soon 

forget about it.  

 

 

 

Teach us Lord your wisdom: 

The wisdom of listening with open ears, 

The wisdom of waiting with patient hearts, 

The wisdom of responding with ready wills, 

So that we may be like the good soil and live 

lives that bear good fruit. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More photos 

on Facebook! 

Whoever has ears to 

hear, let them hear. 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 
(They have been reading 
planting sunflower 
seeds!)                                    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHDwKtQo_5k 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 

This week, Skye recommends The Wonder Garden by   

Kristjana S Williams and Jenny Broom. This is what Honey 

Bee class are reading in their English lessons. 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 20th April 

 (National attendance target: 95%) 

 Actual Attendance: 97.19% 

            Late marks this week: 6 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

sunflower 

I recommend this book because you can learn about 

different animals from the Black Forest, the Himalayan 

mountains, the Great Barrier Reef, the Chihuahuan 

Desert and the Amazon rainforest. It has really good 

illustrations. It shows you the names of the animals 

and the Latin names for 

the animals. It tells you a 

bit more about the animals 

in the different habitats 

and shows you pictures of 

them.  



Flower Bee Theodore for really persevering with his reading at home even when it was 
hard. 

Bumble Bee Arthur P for showing amazing perseverance with his measuring work on 
Monday and having a great attitude, even when it got super challenging!  
Tahnee for using the correct language to explain maths problems when 
dividing by 2. Tahnee said that 'you know you're dividing by 2 when you are 
sharing equally between two people'. Well done Tahnee!   
Arthur P, Elsie-Jayne, Arlo T, Austin, Arthur P, Mariia and Tahnee for 
working really hard at learning all of the set 2 sounds.  

Honey Bee Erin for her excellent, clear and well thought out verbal reasoning in 
Maths. I am always impressed by your responses Erin.  
Rufus for trying so hard to be helpful and responsible this week, which has 
been much appreciated during a week in which our class has needed to 
change rooms several times to accommodate the mock SATs.   

Ivy Bee Alice for doing what she does best - pushing herself to independently use 
what she has learnt to the best of her ability and creating some amazing 
adverbials and noun phrases in the process!  
Fred C for the consistent effort he has put into SATs-related work this 
week - in both his intervention work and the mock SATs themselves.   

Bee-Haviour Elsie-Jayne for her improved learning behaviours.  

Sports Bee Thomas for being a kind and helpful team mate during cricket in PE.  



 
 
 

 

Another fantastic week for attendance with the whole school achieving 97%!! 
 

Learning builds step-by-step, day-by-day, week-by-week. When children miss school, even just a day or 
two, it can create gaps that are hard to catch up on. 

 
Of course, illness can’t be helped but regular attendance really matters. It helps children not only grow 

academically, but also develop important life skills like routine, resilience, and responsibility. 
Let’s continue to work together to give every child the best chance to succeed, because every day really 

does count.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

I’ve been receiving some good suggestions for the name of the new cabin on the playground. 

Here they are so far: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep the suggestions coming in! 

Chillax Zone Cosy Zone 

John The Snug 

The Creaky Cabin The Cosy Hut 

The Happy Hive The Nook 





New menu for spring and summer! 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 
 

Tuesday 28th April:  Relax Kids workshop 

Thursday 30th April:  Bumble Bee trip to the Blue Reef Aquarium 

Saturday 9th May:   Wolverton Folk and Blues Fair (BSA tea tent) 

Sunday 10th May:   Walk the Wight 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May: Y6 SATs 

Tuesday 12th May:  Bumble Bee trip to Carisbrooke Castle 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Friday 5th June:   Careers Day 

Saturday 13th June:  Shorwell Midsummer Fair (country dancing) 

Thurs 18th - Friday 

19th June:    Y4 residential 

Monday 29th June -  

Wednesday 1st July:  Y6 residential 

Friday 3rd July:   Y6 Leavers’ Service in Portsmouth Cathedral 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Sports Day 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Friday 17th July:   BSA Summer Sizzler 

Saturday 18th July:  BHS Summer Show (country dancing) 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term; Summer Shindig 
 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:   Monday 27th July 2026  


