
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

This week we took part in some fun Easter activities. Yesterday we held our traditional Easter ‘egg’ hunt, during which the 
children run around the field searching for multilink cubes in their hive colours. The hive with the most cubes at the end won. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed themselves! 
 

Lots of children very proudly brought in their entries for the BSA Easter competition. There were tables full of amazing, 
colourful and creative Easter bonnets, Easter gardens and decorated eggs. Reverend Jackie, Richard, Jo, the head pupils 
(Flo, Hugh, Henry and Martha) and I had a very difficult time judging them. All the entrants won a packet of sweets, and 
the winners won a bag of Easter goodies. Well done to everyone - you are all very talented! See the BSA’s Facebook page. 
 

Following the judging, we made our way over to St Mary’s Church for our Easter service. Each class told a different part of the Easter story, 
from Palm Sunday when Jesus entered Jerusalem to Easter Sunday when he rose again. The whole congregation (parents and family     
members as well) joined in enthusiastically with the singing (especially Lord of the Dance)! Thank you to Reverend Jackie for leading the 
service, and to Peter and Keith for being our musicians.  

 

It was a very colourful service, due to everyone being in ‘unicorn’ colours, rainbow ‘brights’ and sparkles. This was in aid of 
Tula, the little girl with leukaemia. We raised over £265, which is an incredible amount. I know that Tula’s parents will be so 
grateful, so a huge thank you to everyone for your generosity.  
 

To round off the day, the Beavers and Cubs held a bake sale in aid of the BSA. This is part of their year-long challenge of 40 challenges for 
their 40th birthday. This was a very popular event, with the queue winding its way around Reception’s outside area. A fantastic £107.50 was 
raised for the BSA! See p5 for more info and photos of the delicious cakes. 
 

You will have received two letters yesterday, from myself and from Sarah Turvill, Chair of Governors, informing you of my decision to step 
down from my role as headteacher of Brighstone Primary at the end of this academic year. It has been a true privilege to serve this school 
and to be part of such a warm, dedicated and inspiring community. Thank you for all your kind messages, which truly mean a lot. 
 

Class news 
“Inspired by the Coat of Hopes visit, Flower Bee class discussed the things that we hope for in the world. The children were 
really thoughtful and some already knew about the problems of rubbish and plastics in the oceans, animals becoming    
extinct and deforestation. The children drew their hopes onto fabric and sewed them onto our class blanket.” Mrs Cousins 
 

I hope everyone has a lovely Easter.   
 

With best wishes,  
 

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is Easter and Lent. This week, we have 

been learning about when the risen Jesus met Thomas, and then 

when he ascended to heaven. The values are wisdom and hope. 

Even if we are not able to see that something exists, it doesn’t 

mean that it isn’t real. The definition of ‘belief’ is to accept something is true even without 

the proof of seeing or touching it. 

We listened to Thomas’ account of when his fellow disciples told him 

about Jesus appearing to them in the locked room (thank you, Alice, 

for reading this). He didn’t believe them because he hadn’t seen him 

with his own eyes. It was only when Jesus appeared to him and  

Thomas could see the marks where the nails were and the mark in his side that he       

believed. 

“Blessed are those who have never seen me but still believe.” 

We then heard about when Jesus ascended to heaven after he had spent 

time with his friends. Before he went, Jesus told them that he was      

sending them out into all the world to tell others about him.   

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

He ascended into heaven, 

And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 

Send us out  

In the power of your Spirit 

To live and work 

To your praise and glory. 

In the name of Christ, Amen 

 

More photos 

on Facebook! Please be reminded that our gates close 

at 3.10pm for safeguarding reasons. 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

 
 

 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 

This week, Sam recommends The Official 2026 Saints    

Annual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 23rd March 

 (National attendance target: 95%) 

 Actual Attendance: 94.57% 

            Late marks this week: 3 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

https://
www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=aVAG-
97INbo 

 

my turn, your turn 

I recommend this book because some people really 

like football and it’s a really good book to read      

because it’s got word puzzles, so if you don’t want to 

read you can do the puzzles. If you go to the       

Southampton stadium, you can get it signed by all the 

players, like I have! 



Martha’s Badge Sale 

 

Following Martha's badge sale, we are delighted to announce that she (with a little help from her 
sister Holly) raised an amazing £107 for the Pop Up Soup Kitchen. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who bought a badge (some even commissioned their own         
bespoke badges!). Everyone’s generosity was truly appreciated. 
 
Last weekend, Trevor from the Pop Up Soup Kitchen met Martha and Holly to personally say 
thank you. The funds raised will go towards providing tents and sleeping bags for those in need. 
As a special gesture, fabric labels featuring the girls’ names have been created and will be sewn 
into the items, so recipients can see who helped make a difference. 
 
He is hoping to visit the school before the end of term to speak to the children about his work, 
health permitting. 
 
Martha's parents state: "We are incredibly proud of her for coming up with such a thoughtful idea, 
seeking permission, and organising everything independently (with a little support). It was     
wonderful to see her so engaged - chatting, asking questions, and learning more about the    
people being helped. Trevor even joked that one day he might be handing over the keys to the 
soup lorry when she passes her driving test!"  
 
A huge well done to Martha (and Holly for helping) - what an amazing and inspiring thing to do! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wonderful Writing 

 
This week’s Wonderful Writing is by Alexander in 

Ivy Bee class, who is very excited to announce that 
he is having a book published.  

 

Alexander in Ivy Bee class has written a book!  Starting as homework 

exercise when he was learning about ’the hero’s journey’ model of 

storytelling last term, he has planned out, written, and edited a     

fourteen-chapter, 1320 word story called ’The Lost Mouse’. He is     

currently completing the illustrations for it, has registered it for an 

ISBN, and it will be   available to buy on Amazon (for free!) from next 

week.   

This is the ‘blurb’ from the 

back cover: 

 

"At the north pole there are 

three mice: Mitchel,  

Mellontine and Mike. On a 

windy night, Santa and his 

friends are having fun and 

all of a sudden, the big 

wheel of cheese slips and off 

it went. Where does it go? 

Mike and his friend set off 

on a mission of a lifetime.” 

(Thank you to Caroline,            

Alexander’s mum, for this        

report.) 



 

Match Report 
by Mr Goldsmith 

 
On Tuesday afternoon, our U11 football teams headed to St Saviour's, braving 
some incredibly blustery and wet conditions to play in a tournament to round 

off our football season.  
 

The boys played their games first - a five-goal thriller against St Saviour's being 
the opening fixture. Reece scored the first two goals, with Jake scoring what 

turned out to be the winner as we started the day with a 3-2 victory. The boys' 
other fixture came against Freshwater & Yarmouth, our opponents coming out 

on top in a close contest by 1-0 scoreline. 
 

The girls then had their fixtures, also beginning against St Saviour's. Maddie 
scored twice as we began with a 2-2 draw against our hosts. The girls' second 

fixture was another end-to-end match, against Freshwater & Yarmouth -        
Bethan scoring a brilliant goal to secure a 1-1 draw. 

 
Well done to all the players that have represented the school at football this 
season, and thanks to Sam for taking the photos at Tuesday's tournament! 



 

The Beavers and Cubs held their Bake Sale after school today, as part of their 40 challenges for 

their 40th birthday.  
 

They organised this bake sale to raise money for the BSA, and raised an incredible £107.50! 
 

A huge thank you to the Beavers and Cubs, Laura, Denise and Sam for organising it, and all of you 

who bought cakes.  





Be an attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On time)! 

•For each full week of attendance, children will earn an entry into a draw - this gives children the oppor-
tunity to have up to 11 entries in the draw this term 

 

•At the end of the term, one lucky winner will be chosen to receive a grand prize 

 

We appreciate that there can sometimes be challenges, and we encourage families to speak to us if there are 
any worries or barriers to attendance, we are always here to help. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping every child have the best chance to learn, grow and succeed. 

 

Attendance H.E.R.O Campaign (Here Everyday Ready On-time) Winner Announced!  

This half term, the campaign continued. Every child had the opportunity to become an Attendance 

Hero. For each full week in school, children earned an entry into our prize draw. We know that illness 

can’t be helped, so this meant that every child had a chance to win by showing great commitment 

whenever they were able to attend. 

We are absolutely delighted to announce that the winner of our Attendance Hero Campaign for this 

half term is Tahnee from Year 2! 

She has won an amazing pass for four people to Blackgang Chine- Land of Imagination. We hope she 

has a great time making memories over the Easter break! Thank you to the team at Blackgang for   

supporting our campaign this half-term! 

Thank you to all of our pupils and families for supporting great attendance this half-term. Every day 

really does make a difference. Let’s keep aiming high and reaching for our dreams next half term!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New menu for spring and summer! 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 

 

Friday 27th March:  Last day of term; BSA Easter competition; Easter  

                                                         service; Beaver Bake Sale 

Monday 13th April:  Back to school 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May: Y6 SATs 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Thursday 18th - Friday 

19th June:    Y4 residential 

Monday 29th June -  

Wednesday 1st July:  Y6 residential 

Friday 3rd July:   Y6 Leavers’ Service in Portsmouth Cathedral 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Sports Day 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term 

 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:  Monday 27th July 2026  

 

Term dates are available on our school website: https://

www.brighstoneprimary.org.uk/calendar/ 


