
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

Everyone looked resplendent in red today for Comic Relief, and we loved your odd socks for Downs Syndrome Day. 
Altogether, school and preschool raised £121.50 to be shared between these two charities. Fantastic! 
 

It was great to see so many children buy books at the Scholastic Book Fair this week. Your purchases have resulted in 
£86 worth of books for the school. Thank you and happy reading! 
 

Class news 
“Honey Bee Class have been looking at the features of non-chronological reports in reading and, to make the lessons more fun, 
we have focused on reports about butterflies. We are growing our own painted lady butterflies which we hope to release on 
the last day of term. Bram and Holly have been photographing each stage from tiny caterpillars to (we hope) beautiful butter-
flies. We shall use these in our own report. As they read the texts, they can cross reference for real the development of a 
butterfly and really understand the technical language used. Watch this space for butterfly release photos!!” Mrs Johnstone 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
“Bumble Bee class have been using the story 'Dogs in Disguise' for our English learning journey. It has already been good fun! So far we've 
found a dog disguised as Mrs Jones and the next day the same dog dressed up as a ballerina! 
 

We've also been working on our phonic sounds to help the Year 1s get more confident. The Year 2 children have been making their own 
aliens and giving them names, using digraphs and trigraphs. The Year 1s have then been challenged to read them. They did a great job!” 
Miss Sztypuljak 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.   
 

With best wishes,  

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is Easter and Lent. This week, we have 

been learning about when Jesus was crucified, and then when the 

risen Jesus met Mary. The values are dignity and joy. 

Jesus knew that when people do wrong things there is a price to 

be paid. Jesus was the sacrifice, and he paid the debt with his life on the cross. He did not 

fight back; he showed dignity. 

This is why that the cross is the most important symbol for Christians. It 

reminds them that Jesus gave everything that he had so that anyone who 

asks God for forgiveness will have a new start.  

Mary Magdalene had been there at the cross 

when Jesus was crucified. She was the first of 

Jesus’ friends to go to the tomb where his body 

had been laid. Mary was the first person Jesus 

appeared to after he was raised to life again, and 

she was the one that Jesus asked to go and tell 

others the joyful news. 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus, 

 

Thank you for Mary Magdalene, 

for her courage, her loyalty  

and her compassion. 

When we are tempted to run away, to give 

up or forget our friends, 

help us to remember her example. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xx1W79tKVo 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 

This week, Annie recommends Skandar and the Unicorn 

Thief by A. F. Steadman. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 16th March 

 (National attendance target: 95%) 

 Actual Attendance: 95.20% 

            Late marks this week: 8 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

ice cream 

I recommend this book because it has a lot of         

adventure and it’s a tiny bit scary. It’s has a lot of 

chaos in it. It’s about a boy called Skandar who is   

destined to a unicorn and he opens the hatchery door 

and, little does he know, he’s destined to be a spirit 

wielder.  

There is a twist: the       

unicorns are blood-thirsty. 

I can’t possibly say any 

more without spoiling it! 



Match Report 

 

On Tuesday afternoon, our U11 Netball team headed to Cowes Enterprise College for the Cowes Cluster 
Netball Tournament. 
 
Our first game, against Lanesend, saw us go 1-0 up before half time, with Fred on the scoresheet, before 
Hugh doubled the advantage in the second half to see us to a 2-0 win. 
 
Next up was Shalfleet - Fred grabbed his second goal of the afternoon, before a double from Maddie took 
us to a 3-0 victory. 
 
A close match with Gurnard A followed - there were goals for Hugh and Fred and great defending and link
-up play from Flo, Lilli and Maddie, which was enough to see us to a 2-1 win. 
 
The passing, moving and marking was really flowing by this point as a 5-0 victory over Gurnard B followed 
- Hugh scoring a hat-trick, with goals also for Fred and Lilli. 
 
Our final game was against an impressive Hunnyhill side, who finished the afternoon in second place. Our 
opponents took an early lead, but our heads didn't drop, Maddie on target to level the scores before 
Hugh made it back-to-back hat-tricks to end with a phenomenal 4-1 victory. 
 
Five wins from five matches meant that the team finished as tournament winners and will now play in 
the IW Finals next month. 
 
All five players showed fantastic skill, determination and sportsmanship and should be very proud of their 
efforts! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Wonderful Writing 

I always love going around the classes to see the           
children’s learning, and they are always very proud 

to show me their work.  
 

This week’s Wonderful Writing is by Ellie in Honey Bee class, who was particu-
larly proud of her writing. Her use of effective vocabulary is excellent, and she 
has made great progress with her spellings and handwriting. I am sure you will 

agree when you read it. 
 

 

 

Well done, Ellie! 

 





With the children, we discussed how regular attendance helps them: 

• Make strong progress in their learning, as learning builds day by day 
 

• Feel confident, independent and part of their class community 
 

• Build friendships and support their wellbeing 
 

• Develop positive routines and life skills such as punctuality and responsibility 
 

• Build strong habits that support success now and in the future 
 
We talked to the children about what “regular attendance” means and the many     
benefits it brings. We also reminded them that we understand illness does happen, and 
if a child has a temperature, or if it could be an infection, then they need to stay at 
home and rest until they are better or the risk of infecting others has passed. However, 
it is often those days when children feel a little unsure or reluctant at first, but are able 
to push through and come into school, that can make a real difference. As always, if a 
child is not well enough to be in school, we will contact families and ensure they are 
sent home to rest. 

To help celebrate and encourage good attendance, we also introduced a whole school 
campaign for this term: 

Be an attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On time)! 

• For each full week of attendance, children will earn an entry into a draw - this 
gives children the opportunity to have up to 11 entries in the draw this term 

 

• At the end of the term, one lucky winner will be chosen to receive a grand prize 
 
We appreciate that there can sometimes be       
challenges, and we encourage families to speak 
to us if there are any worries or barriers 
to attendance, we are always here to help. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping 

every child have the best chance to learn, grow and 

succeed. 



 



 



 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 

 

Friday 27th March:  Last day of term; BSA Easter competition; Easter  

                                                         service; Beaver Bake Sale 

Monday 13th April:  Back to school 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May: Y6 SATs 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Thursday 18th - Friday 

19th June:    Y4 residential 

Monday 29th June -  

Wednesday 1st July:  Y6 residential 

Friday 3rd July:   Y6 Leavers’ Service in Portsmouth Cathedral 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Sports Day 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term 

 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:  Monday 27th July 2026  

 

Term dates are available on our school website: https://

www.brighstoneprimary.org.uk/calendar/ 


