
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

On Tuesday, we celebrated Pancake Day / Shrove Tuesday (a week early!). The children enjoyed pancakes, ice cream and chocolate sauce 
for dessert, and we all took part in pancake races after lunch. They all had a flipping good time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The term ended with a fantastically fun disco! They had been looking forward to it all day, and, once the time arrived, 
they entered the hall through golden streamers to be greeted with disco lights and colourful decorations. The children 
were all singing and bopping along to their favourite songs, and had a great time. Thank you to the BSA for organising 
it and decorating the hall, to Mrs Jones for being the DJ, and to members of staff for helping out. See photos on the 
BSA’s Facebook page. 
 

 

Class news 
“Today, Bumble Bee Class had their class marble jar reward party. They chose to have a pyjama and toy party, with popcorn and fruit ke-
babs. Lots of fun was had!” Miss Sztypuljak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Ivy Bee have had a busy and creative time this week. We created our "Installation Art" out of 
everyday objects; explaining to the class what our 3D sculptures represented. Then we caught a 
plane to Makkah (or walked up to the hall) where we became pilgrims on their Hajj. We took turns 
to be tour guides explaining what happens at each point of the experience, which is a fundamental 
part of the Muslim faith.” Mrs Sharp 
 

Reminders 
Hair accessories and socks must be in the school colours. Water bottles must only contain water.  
  
I hope everyone has a lovely half term, and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 23rd February.  

With best wishes, Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is People Jesus Meets. This week, we have been     

learning about The Children. Our value this week is dignity. 

Some people brought children to Jesus for him to bless them and to pray for 

them, but the disciples scolded the people. Jesus said, “Let the children come to me and do 

not stop them, because the Kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

How would you feel if you were being taken by your parents to see someone famous or 

important or royal? Imagine that you are hoping to get a place at the front of the crowd and 

possibly a hand shake. All is going well until a big bodyguard 

steps in the way and blocks your view, and stops you from 

getting closer. How would you feel? 

But something amazing happens. The important person sees 

what has happened and tells the bodyguard to move out of 

the way so they can talk to the children. What would be your 

emotions now? 

 

Dear Jesus, 

Thank you for showing the   

disciples that you love and    

welcome everybody, including 

children. 

May we always remember the story we 

have heard today and at times when we feel 

pushed aside, 

remember that you think we are important. 

Thank you for the people in our lives who 

give us dignity and make us feel valued and 

special. 

Amen 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCYb0dMHVgc 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

Take a Punt 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by Ben Shires, CBBC presenter  
(from the poetry book Beautiful Ambition) 
 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 

This week, Helena recommends The Completely Chaotic 

Christmas of Lottie Brooks by Katie Kirby. 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 9th February 

 (Whole school attendance target: 96.5% 

 Actual Attendance: 91.44% 

            Late marks this week: 6 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

holiday 

I recommend this book because it’s full of laughter 

and hilarious moments in Lottie’s life. Her mum is 

stressed all the time and Lottie (12) has trouble with 

her little brother Toby (7 years old) and her baby sister 

Bella (6 months old). Her annoying siblings never shut 

up and are always getting on her nerves, particularly 

Toby. Bella can shoot poo out of her bum at 60 miles 

an hour. The whole Brooks family have many surprise 

people visiting and Lottie Brooks’ mum has no idea 

about it, so Lottie buries her head 

in the sand and waits for the worst 

(the worst doesn’t happen). It’s 

written in the style of a diary. Read 

it to know about her hilarious   

antics! 

Take a punt, 

Take a risk, 

Take a shot, 

Maybe miss. 

Get back up, 

Readjust, 

Take a breath, 

Brush off dust. 

Mend your heart, 

Search your soul, 

Set your sights, 

Set a goal. 

Try again, 

Don’t be afraid, 

Nothing ventured, 

Nothing gained. 

Chase a dream, 

Make it yours, 

Shatter ceilings, 

Knock down doors. 

Take a punt, 

Still believe 

Take a look 

What you’ve achieved. 



Sporting news 
 
Last Friday, some of our Year 2-5s 
travelled to The Bay Secondary 
School for a PEACH Basketball event. 
The children took part in lots of 
different basketball drills, including 
shooting, passing and dribbling and 
showed great determination through-
out. To finish, there were games of 
Endball, where the children demon-
strated brilliant teamwork during the 
matches. A great afternoon was had 
by all and all the children showed impeccable behaviour across the afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
 

Yesterday, our U9 football team hosted 
St Thomas of Canterbury in the last 
league game of the season. After St 
Thomas took the lead in the opening 
thirty seconds, our team dug in and 
showed great resolve to get back in the 
game, equalising via a smart finish from 
Noah H. St Thomas restored the lead, 
but again Brighstone    equalised - this 
time through a great team goal finished 
by Tristan. There was great play all over the pitch, with some brave blocks and 
tackles from the defence, lovely passing from the midfield and strikers and 
some outstanding saves from Noah B in goal, including a wonderful penalty 
save! However, St Thomas did grab a third goal before the end of the game to 
finish as 3-2 winners, but it was a             performance for everyone to be proud 
of!  
 
Mr Goldsmith 



 Attendance H.E.R.O Campaign  
(Here Everyday Ready On-time) Winner Announced!  

This half term, every child had the opportunity to become an Attendance Hero. For each full week in 
school, children earned an entry into our prize draw. We know that illness can’t be helped, so this meant 
that every child had a chance to win by showing great commitment whenever they were able to 

attend  
 
We are absolutely delighted to announce the winner of our Attendance Hero Campaign for this half term 
is Alice from Year 5! She had six entries in the draw this half term having not missed one day of her   

learning  
 
Our attendance focus this half term has been all about aspirations. Children have been talking about why 
regular attendance is so important, understanding that coming to school regularly helps them build a 
strong education and opens the door to exciting futures. We’ve heard dreams of becoming 

a  pilot,  zookeeper, and even an  Olympic runner! Regular attendance is one of the first steps 
towards achieving those amazing goals. 
 

As a reward, they have won an amazing family pass to Tapnell Farm Park  We hope you have a 
wonderful time making special memories together! 
 
Thank you to all of our pupils and families for supporting great attendance this half term. Every day really 
does make a difference. Let’s keep aiming high and reaching for our dreams next half term! 

 
A huge thanks to Tapnell Farm Park for supporting our campaign this half term! The prize for next half 

term is a family pass for Blackgang Chine - Land of Imagination  A huge thank you to them too as 
the children are very excited! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/tapnellfarmpark?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaVWf4-DrM1VPGJ8FHsJFccbTfRvxuTrMrDrMGLyfSrvsIpBu7lQSX95d6KkMmxo_auHmsGPedPpPTUyze8J7S8h1PLJa4rbg_skFSe0hrz-442GB0B8ZDON3wSm7e_PuCprD7vPP_sOdTq9S2lWc5jj_NIYZYlCstbDHetHL1jcQids4OrkU0vNkHgS3yekPo&__tn__=


With the children, we discussed how regular attendance helps them: 

• Make strong progress in their learning, as learning builds day by day 
 

• Feel confident, independent and part of their class community 
 

• Build friendships and support their wellbeing 
 

• Develop positive routines and life skills such as punctuality and responsibility 
 

• Build strong habits that support success now and in the future 
 
We talked to the children about what “regular attendance” means and the many     
benefits it brings. We also reminded them that we understand illness does happen, and 
if a child has a temperature, or if it could be an infection, then they need to stay at 
home and rest until they are better or the risk of infecting others has passed. However, 
it is often those days when children feel a little unsure or reluctant at first, but are able 
to push through and come into school, that can make a real difference. As always, if a 
child is not well enough to be in school, we will contact families and ensure they are 
sent home to rest. 

To help celebrate and encourage good attendance, we also introduced a whole school 
campaign for this term: 

Be an attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On time)! 

• For each full week of attendance, children will earn an entry into a draw - this 
gives children the opportunity to have up to 11 entries in the draw this term 

 

• At the end of the term, one lucky winner will be chosen to receive a grand prize 
 
We appreciate that there can sometimes be       
challenges, and we encourage families to speak 
to us if there are any worries or barriers 
to attendance, we are always here to help. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping 

every child have the best chance to learn, grow and 

succeed. 



 



 
The National Year of Reading: Go All In campaign is an exciting       
initiative designed to inspire a love of reading and encourage          
everyone to fully immerse themselves in books and stories. By        

promoting reading for pleasure, sharing a wide range of texts, and  
celebrating reading in all its forms, the campaign aims to boost      

confidence, creativity, and comprehension. Go All In encourages     
children to explore new genres, take risks with their reading choices, 
and develop lifelong reading habits that support learning across the 

curriculum and beyond. Reading is essential for developing language, 
imagination, and understanding of the world. It supports children’s 

vocabulary, comprehension, and communication skills, while also helping to build concentration and 
confidence. Regular reading encourages curiosity, empathy, and creativity, and lays a strong          

foundation for success across all areas of learning and throughout life.  
 

Reading doesn’t just mean books. It includes stories, ideas and information in print,  
digital and audio – from graphic novels and lyrics to articles, podcasts and games.  

 

We are always encouraging reading for pleasure, and we will plan some events throughout the year as 
part of this national campaign. We welcome and value your  

support in this. Watch this space! 

 
 
 
 
 

Remember to send in photos of you 

reading! We’d love to see them! 



 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 

See p9 for the menu changes on Tuesday 10th and Thursday 12th 

February for Pancake Day and Lunar New Year. 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 

 

Friday 13th February:  Last day of term 

Monday 23rd February:  Back to school 

Thursday 5th March:  World Book Day (PJs or costumes. More details to 

                                                         follow) 

Friday 13th March:  Chance to Shine Cricket Engagement Day (details to 

     follow) 

Monday 16th March:  Scholastic Book Fair all week 

Tuesday 17th March:  Parents Evening (details to follow) 

Wednesday 18th March:  Parents Evening (details to follow) 

Friday 27th March:  Last day of term 

Monday 13th April:  Back to school 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May: Y6 SATs 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Sports Day 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term 

 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:  Monday 27th July 2026  


