
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

I have been really impressed with the poems that Honey Bee class have written this week. They have been exploring 
the poem A Child’s Thought by Robert Louis Stevenson, and then creating their own poems inspired by it. After     
gathering and discussing rhyming words, as well as the rhythm, they drafted and edited their poems before writing 
them in neat. Some are now in our Proud Gallery in the main corridor, and I have included some in this week’s Buzz. I 
am sure you will agree that they are fantastic! Well done, Honey Bee class! 
 

You will have received an email about a vacancy that we have for a parent governor. We welcome nominations from parents 
and carers across the school. Please see the information and poster in the email and on Facebook, and contact Lisa Abbott, clerk 
to governors, at clerk@brighstoneprimary.org.uk if you have any questions. We look forward to welcoming you to the          
governing body. 

 

On Tuesday, Helen from Tesco’s in Freshwater collected the children’s painted stones for the community snake project. 
Please do look out for it curling (snaking) around the car park! 
  
 

Class news 
“We have been learning about shade and tone in Bumble Bee class. Today, the children worked really hard to create an observational draw-
ing of Challenge Chimp. They began by sketching Challenge Chimp and focusing on his body shapes. They then refined their work, by adding 
detail and looking at the different tones and textures on him. Well done team Bumble Bee - you are officially a class of awesome draw-ers!” 
Miss Sztypuljak 

 

“Martha, Rosie, Henry, Helena, Quinn and Alice were Ivy Bee's first recipients of a pen licence this week. Their handwriting is neat and    
correctly joined and they now have permission to write in pen in all the books - except Maths books. Well done to all of them!” Mrs Sharp 
 

Reminders 
Hair accessories and socks must be in the school colours. Water bottles must only contain water.  
  
I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.  
 

With best wishes,  
 

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is People Jesus Meets. This week, we have been learning 

about The Tempter. Our value this week is dignity. 

 

 

Lord Jesus, 

Give us your courage to act justly, 

your compassion to show mercy, 

and your humility 

to put others before ourselves. 

Amen  
We listened to the story of when Jesus was in the desert for 40 days and 40 nights. 

The devil tried to tempt him to do wrong things, but, even though Jesus was tired and 

hungry, he knew that he should remain faithful to God and to only do God’s will. He 

kept his dignity. 

Sometimes when we are facing difficult decisions, it can be easy to be tempted to do 

the wrong thing, but, by following Jesus’ example, it can help us to know what is right 

and what is wrong.  



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we share a Makaton sign and 
Widgit symbol, as part of our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2uLj1b23ZI 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

The Furry Ones 

 
I like -  
the furry ones - 
the waggy ones 
the purry ones 
the hoppy ones 
that hurry, 
 
The glossy ones 
the saucy ones 
the sleepy ones 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 

This week, Annie recommends How To Train Your Dragon 

by Cressida Cowell. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 26th January 

 (Whole school attendance target: 96.5% 

 Actual Attendance: 93.47% 

            Late marks this week: 7 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

weather 

I recommend this book because it’s funny! I love the 

fantasy in it. It’s about Hiccup trying to be a hero but 

he gets a Common or Garden Dragon which makes 

him feel useless.  

Hiccup is the son of the chief, and the chief is called 

Stoick.  

The main characters are Hiccup, Dogsbreath the 

Duhbrain, Snotlout, Gobber the Belch, and Fishlegs. 

I recommend it because it’s a really 

good book and it’s good for all ages. 

The snuggly ones 
the huggly ones 
the never, never 
ugly ones… 
all soft  
and warm 
and furry. 
 
Aileen Fisher 



Flower Bee Evan and Cleo for showing respect by tidying up different areas of the  
classroom without being asked to. 

Bumble Bee Oscar for taking on Miss Sztypuljak's Maths challenge independently. Oscar 
worked on his own to order Numicon.  
George for taking on Miss Sztypuljak's reading challenge at the weekend. 
He not only made Miss Sztypuljak proud, but made his mummy and the 
WHOLE of Bumble Bee Class super proud! Well done George!  
Hudson: he was finding his writing quite tricky. He came and asked for help, 
but then changed his mind and chose to try and complete it himself          
instead.  

Honey Bee Ellie for excellent effort in her poetry writing and for consistent hard work 
in maths.   
Noah H for expressing original ideas in his poetry writing, and working hard 
to edit and redraft his poem and improve his handwriting to present his ide-
as as effectively as possible. 

Ivy Bee Kai for his detailed answer in Guided Reading.  
Hugh for on different occasions comforting upset children, then helping or 
reassuring them.  

Bee-Haviour Noah H and Dan for being really kind to another child, offering them to 
play and giving them time to think showing a lot of compassion.  

Sports Bee Ellen for showing  great enthusiasm and passion for learning in PE since 
joining Brighstone. 



 

Honey Bee Class 

Poems 

Here are a selection of     

poems that the children 

have written, inspired by A 

Child’s Thought by Robert 

Louis Stevenson.  

Noah H Annie 



 

Ellie 

Holly Sky 

Bethan 



With the children, we discussed how regular attendance helps them: 

• Make strong progress in their learning, as learning builds day by day 
 

• Feel confident, independent and part of their class community 
 

• Build friendships and support their wellbeing 
 

• Develop positive routines and life skills such as punctuality and responsibility 
 

• Build strong habits that support success now and in the future 
 
We talked to the children about what “regular attendance” means and the many     
benefits it brings. We also reminded them that we understand illness does happen, and 
if a child has a temperature, or if it could be an infection, then they need to stay at 
home and rest until they are better or the risk of infecting others has passed. However, 
it is often those days when children feel a little unsure or reluctant at first, but are able 
to push through and come into school, that can make a real difference. As always, if a 
child is not well enough to be in school, we will contact families and ensure they are 
sent home to rest. 

To help celebrate and encourage good attendance, we also introduced a whole school 
campaign for this term: 

Be an attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On time)! 

• For each full week of attendance, children will earn an entry into a draw - this 
gives children the opportunity to have up to 11 entries in the draw this term 

 

• At the end of the term, one lucky winner will be chosen to receive a grand prize 
 
We appreciate that there can sometimes be       
challenges, and we encourage families to speak 
to us if there are any worries or barriers 
to attendance, we are always here to help. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping 

every child have the best chance to learn, grow and 

succeed. 



 



 
The National Year of Reading: Go All In campaign is an exciting       
initiative designed to inspire a love of reading and encourage          
everyone to fully immerse themselves in books and stories. By        

promoting reading for pleasure, sharing a wide range of texts, and  
celebrating reading in all its forms, the campaign aims to boost      

confidence, creativity, and comprehension. Go All In encourages     
children to explore new genres, take risks with their reading choices, 
and develop lifelong reading habits that support learning across the 

curriculum and beyond. Reading is essential for developing language, 
imagination, and understanding of the world. It supports children’s 

vocabulary, comprehension, and communication skills, while also helping to build concentration and 
confidence. Regular reading encourages curiosity, empathy, and creativity, and lays a strong          

foundation for success across all areas of learning and throughout life.  
 

Reading doesn’t just mean books. It includes stories, ideas and information in print,  
digital and audio – from graphic novels and lyrics to articles, podcasts and games.  

 

We are always encouraging reading for pleasure, and we will plan some events throughout the year as 
part of this national campaign. We welcome and value your  

support in this. Watch this space! 

 
 
 
 
 

Remember to send in photos of you 

reading! We’d love to see them! 



 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 

 

Wednesday 4th February: EARA visit to Gurnard Primary School 

Friday 13th February:  Last day of term 

Monday 23rd February:  Back to school 

Thursday 5th March:  World Book Day 

Friday 13th March:  Chance to Shine Cricket Engagement Day (details to 

     follow) 

Monday 16th March:  Scholastic Book Fair all week 

Tuesday 17th March:  Parents Evening (details to follow) 

Wednesday 18th March:  Parents Evening (details to follow) 

Friday 27th March:  Last day of term 

Monday 13th April:  Back to school 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May: Y6 SATs 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Sports Day 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term 

 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:  Monday 27th July 2026  


