
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

You will have seen our email about our Attendance HERO campaign following our assembly with the children on Tuesday. Please see p4 of 
this week’s Buzz if you missed it. We are looking forward to seeing the number of tickets accumulated!  
 

The National Year of Reading: Go All In campaign is an exciting initiative designed to inspire a love of reading and 
encourage everyone to fully immerse themselves in books and stories. By promoting reading for pleasure, sharing a 
wide range of texts, and celebrating reading in all its forms, the campaign aims to boost confidence, creativity, and 
comprehension. Go All In encourages children to explore new genres, take risks with their reading choices, and   
develop lifelong reading habits that support learning across the curriculum and beyond. Reading is essential for   
developing language, imagination, and understanding of the world. It supports children’s vocabulary,                    
comprehension, and communication skills, while also helping to build concentration and confidence. Regular reading 
encourages curiosity, empathy, and creativity, and lays a strong foundation for success across all areas of learning 
and throughout life.  
 

We are always encouraging reading for pleasure, and we will plan some events throughout the year as part of this national campaign. We 
welcome and value your support in this. Watch this space! 
 

Class news 
“Flower Bee class made shooting rockets this week with cones of paper and a plastic bottle launchpad. Evan said "If you 
squeeze the bottle the air will come up and make the rocket blast off!"“ Mrs Cousins 

 

“In Bumble Bee class this week, we have been learning about postcards and the different features on them. We have 
also been learning more about 2D and 3D shapes. Can you find any 2D or 3D shapes in your house or when you're out 
and about this weekend?” Miss Sztypuljak 
 

Thank you to those who were able to attend the BSA meeting on Monday. Lots of fun events were discussed and put in the diary, and volun-
teers will be welcomed to help out at these (see the minutes that were emailed out on Tuesday, and which are also on our school website). 
Please do look out for further information on their Facebook page.  
 

Reminders 
Hair accessories and socks must be in the school colours.  
Water bottles must only contain water. While we regularly remind the children throughout the day to drink water, we also encourage them 
to develop independence in taking responsibility for this themselves. Due to the busy nature of the school day, we are not always able to 
monitor each child’s water intake individually. If you are concerned that your child isn’t drinking enough, you may wish to consider providing 
your child with a clear water bottle, as this allows us to easily see how much they have had to drink. Thank you for your support.  
 

I hope everyone has a lovely weekend.  
 

With best wishes,  

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love, 

Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is People Jesus Meets. This week, we have been learning about 

the teachers in the temple. Our value this week is wisdom. 

Our story this week happened when Jesus was 12 years old. His whole family, with 

all their relatives and friends, were visiting the temple in Jerusalem for the Festival 

of Passover, but on the way home Mary and Joseph realised 

that Jesus was not with their group. They searched and 

searched for three days, before finally finding him in the temple 

listening to the religious leaders and also asking them questions.  

The Bible tells us that Jesus was asking the teachers in the temple 

wise questions about the scriptures because he was eager to learn. 

Learning to ask questions is an important skill. All through his life, Jesus asked searching 

questions.  

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

Thank you for the power of questions: 

their power to challenge our attitudes, 

their power to make us think more deeply, 

their power to help us reflect, and 

their power to grow our understanding. 

Give us the wisdom to ask good questions 

as we look to you as our  

example and teacher. 

Amen 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our inclusion section! Each week, we will be sharing a Makaton sign 
and Widgit symbol, to help with our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nUbhqIGzKE 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 

Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

by AA Milne 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a child 

and/or adult. 

This week, Bethan recommends Skandar and the Phantom 

Rider by A. F. Steadman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 12th January 

 (Whole school attendance target: 96.5% 

 Actual Attendance: 93.46% 

            Late marks this week: 14 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

school/ 

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

open 

Skandar is a series of books. 

There are five books. This is 

the second one and I’m     

recommending it because, if 

you like unicorns and a lot of 

action, and sometimes even a 

little bit of danger, Skandar 

will be a great book for you. 

I’m enjoying it a lot at the 

moment. Skandar’s unicorn is 

called Scoundrel’s Luck and 

they are both spirit wielders, 

the illegal element. 



Flower Bee Bodhi, Ada-Olive, Iviee and Kobe for working hard at reading words on 
their magnet boards.  

Bumble Bee Ellis for working so hard in all subjects and always taking on new             
challenges, as well as continually showing acts of kindness towards others. 
Rian for his positive start to Brighstone Primary School.  

Honey Bee William for a terrific amount of reading at home, which really shows in his 
school work.  
Annie for always being ready with an answer in our lessons, and always   
being willing to help others.  

Ivy Bee Georgia and Leo for independently solving division calculations (and now 
fractions of amounts) by finding the multiplication inverse.  
Freddie for the consistent all-round effort he puts into his school work.  

Bee-Haviour Iviee for being super kind and caring when a friend hurt themselves on the 
playground.  

Sports Bee Henry for playing basketball with a smile on his face, putting in 100% effort 
and showing great passion, self belief and determination. 



During Tuesday’s collective worship, we discussed how regular attendance helps       
children: 

• Make strong progress in their learning, as learning build day by day 
 

• Feel confident, independent and part of their class community 
 

• Build friendships and support their wellbeing 
 

• Develop positive routines and life skills such as punctuality and responsibility 
 

• Build strong habits that support success now and in the future 
 
We talked to the children about what “regular attendance” means and the many     
benefits it brings. We also reminded them that we understand illness does happen, and 
if a child has a temperature, or if it could be an infection, then they need to stay at 
home and rest until they are better or the risk of infecting others has passed. However, 
it is often those days when children feel a little unsure or reluctant at first, but are able 
to push through and come into school, that can make a real difference. As always, if a 
child is not well enough to be in school, we will contact families and ensure they are 
sent home to rest. 

To help celebrate and encourage good attendance, we also introduced a whole school 
campaign for this term: 

Be an attendance HERO (Here Everyday Ready On time)! 

• For each full week of attendance, children will earn an entry into a draw - this 
gives children the opportunity to have up to 11 entries in the draw this term 

 
• At the end of the term, one lucky winner will 
be chosen to receive a grand prize 

 
We appreciate that there can sometimes be       
challenges, and we encourage families to speak 
to us if there are any worries or barriers 
to attendance, we are always here to help. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping 

every child have the best chance to learn, grow and 

succeed. 



 





 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 







School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 

 

Friday 13th February:  Last day of term 

Monday 23rd February:  Back to school 

Thursday 5th March:  World Book Day 

Monday 16th March:  Scholastic Book Fair all week 

Tuesday 17th March:  Parents Evening (details to follow) 

Wednesday 18th March:  Parents Evening (details to follow) 

Friday 27th March:  Last day of term 

Monday 13th April:  Back to school 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May: Y6 SATs 

Friday 22nd May:   Last day of term 

Monday 1st June:   INSET day - school closed 

Tuesday 2nd June:   Back to school 

Tuesday 7th July:   Transition Day 

Wednesday 8th July:  Sports Day 

Friday 10th July:   Reports sent home 

Tuesday 14th July:   Parents Evening 

Friday 24th July:   Last day of term 

 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 1:  Monday 1st September 2025 

Day 2:  Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Day 3:  Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:  Monday 27th July 2026  

 


