
Dear parents, carers and children, 
 

On Sunday, we had many children take part in the Remembrance  Parade through Brighstone village. 
Our children represented many organisations, including Brownies, Rainbows, Beavers, Cubs and the 
school. Thank you to those who came along, and thank you to Lexi who laid our wreath that Honey Bee 
class made. On Tuesday 11th, the whole school also took part in the Remembrance Commemorations at 
the War Memorial at 11am, and sang ‘We Will Remember’ for    others who were also gathered. Well 

done and thank you to all. 
 

Today, we celebrated InterFaith Day. KS2 welcomed back Jonathon, who told us about his Jewish faith. We learnt about 
how he and the Jewish community celebrate their festivals here on the island. Traditionally, for the harvest festival of 
Sukkot, Jews build a little roofless hut, decorate it with harvest food and sleep in it for 7-8 nights. Jonathon said that it 
rains too much in this country to do that, so they gather in one of their gardens on an afternoon, build and decorate a 
structure and then have a meal in it together. He gave an insight into the songs and traditions from his faith 

and shared some potato latkes, which the children loved. There were delicious! They tasted somewhere between hash browns 
and saute potatoes with a spicy coating. They were quite greasy (so we had a precautionary paper towel each) but Jonathan 
explained that it was supposed to be like that as it is always eaten at Chanukkah and the oiliness reminds them of the oil lamp 
that kept burning in the temple. The children were fascinated by his candlesticks which came over with his refugee great grand-
parents from Lithuania. The children were very respectful and came up with lots of interesting questions.  
 

Today was also Odd Socks Day, as part of Anti-Bullying Week. The day is about celebrating individuality and uniqueness by wearing         
mismatched socks to raise awareness about bullying. It is a fun event to show support for kindness, acceptance, and diversity. As part of Anti
-Bullying Week, Oskar P, our Pupil Safeguarding Mentor, shared a poster encouraging people to carry out different Acts of Kindness each 
day. During Golden Worship this morning, some of the children shared their acts of kindness. Well done to Oskar and to everyone! 

 

In Drawing Club with Flower Bees we visit a different story, fairy tale or cartoon each week and then add some 
magic. Today we thought about what Goldilocks bought for Baby Bear to make him smile again. The children 
drew their pictures and then wrote their own magic    password and number code. They are all at very     
different stages in their development of pencil control, phonics, drawing and writing, but they all love to come 

and join in with Drawing Club!  
 

This week, an email was sent out about next Friday’s visit from the Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir. We are delighted to        
welcome them back (they visited in 2023) and we are looking forward to taking part in their singing, drumming and dancing 
workshops. You will have also seen information about the evening performance in St Mary’s Church, exclusively for our school 
community. Please do come along and help to raise funds for this very worthy charity: https://pearlofafrica.org.uk/ 
 

There are a few illnesses going around at the moment. As the advice recommends, please do remind your child how to wash their hands 
properly to help minimise the spread of germs. We wish those who are ill a speedy recovery. 
 

Reminder: Please bring in a stone around 10-15cm long and around 10cm wide (these are approximate sizes, and they can be slightly    
smaller or slightly bigger) by Monday 17th November, so we can paint them in school for the Tesco community project. Thank you. 
 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  
 

With very best wishes, Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through 

Love, Courage and Respect 

This half term, the theme is Advent and Christmas. This week, our focus is:  

 

 

The Morning Prayer of St Patrick 

I arise today 

Through the strength of God to lead me; 

God’s might to uphold me, 

God’s wisdom to guide me, 

God’s eye to look before me, 

God’s word to speak for me, 

God’s hand to guard me, 

God’s way to lie before me, 

God’s shield to protect me, 

God’s angels to save me. 

Friend and Saviour. 

Amen. 

Three children acted out the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth. This couple had hoped 

and prayed for many years to have a child, but now they were quite old. It seemed that 

they would never have a baby, and this made them sad. However, the angel Gabriel 

appeared to Zechariah, who was a priest, and told him the wonderful news that they 

would have a child called John, who would bring them joy and he would be 

great in the sight of the Lord.  

At first they were unsure of the truth of this, but then they were overjoyed 

as they had served God for so long. They had trust in God. 

See more photos on Facebook! 



Inclusion 
 

Welcome to our new inclusion section! Each week, we will be sharing a Makaton sign 
and Widgit symbol, to help with our inclusive ethos. 
 
This week, our word is: 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVKVw6mZBIo 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call 
the police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm. 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 

Or call children’s services 01983 823435 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 

 

A Simple Act of Kindness 
 
A simple act of kindness 
can stop a million tears. 
A little hug 
can give so much joy. 
A letter now and then to someone 
can save so many wasted years. 
We should hold every moment precious 
and help as many as we can 
with a simple act of kindness 
every now and then. 
The world would be a better place 
if we all cared a little more. 
Imagine how many smiling faces 
would greet us at the door 
if we extended that helping hand 
with a simple act of kindness 
that could spread across 
many lands.  
 
David Harris 

Reading Recommendations 
 

Each week, we include a book recommendation from a child 

and/or adult. 

This week, Miss Bacon recommends Wild by Kristen Hannah. 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters! 

 
 

 Week Commencing 10th November 

 (Whole school attendance target: 96.5% 

 Actual Attendance: 91% 

            Late marks this week: 8 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

school/ 

Makaton sign Widgit symbol 

  

food 

I recommend this book because I’ve been 

in a bit of a reading slump and I’ve been 

hearing lots of recommendations for  

Kristen Hannah books. This is one I 

thought I’d be particularly interested in.  

A girl is found in a small town near the 

Olympic National Forest in America, 

speechless and alone. The girl offers no 

clues as to where she has come from. Dr 

Julia Cates, a psychiatrist with her own problems, is 

tasked with trying to unlock the girl’s fear to find out 

who the girl she call “Alice” really is. 

I’m about half way through this book so please no 

spoilers from those if you who have read it! I’m really 

enjoying this book so far and it has certainly cured the 

reading slump I’ve been in.  



Flower Bee Bodhi and Otis for working really hard in Read Write Inc with good magnet eyes. 

Bumble Bee Oscar for settling back into Bumble Bee Class so well and for always lighting the room up with his smile.  
Forbes for working extremely hard in all lessons, having a great attitude and 'wowing' us with some of his 
mental methods.  

Honey Bee William for always putting superb effort into his work in all subjects.  
Skye for being a wonderful supportive friend (and teacher!) to our new children. 

Ivy Bee Charlie for writing up his science experiment so it was very clear to see what he wanted to do, what he 
did and what he discovered.  
Kaiden for writing up his Science experiment so it was very clear to see what he wanted to do, what he 
did and what he discovered.  
Charlotte for independently adding adjectives and adverbs to create sentences with more detail. 

Bee-Haviour William for showing super bravery at Choir Club by auditioning for a solo.  
Helena for showing compassion and using her magic to help other children when they are struggling with 
the start of the day.   
 

Sports Bee Cleo for always being ready to learn and trying her best in PE. 

Photos to be included next week! 



 





 

School Dinners 
 

Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a 
‘universal’ free school meal every day.  

 

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £3.35 
per day.  

 

Please note the dates to see which week 
to look at. 

 





 

 

 
 

• PE Kit is navy blue top/jumper/hoodie with navy blue bottoms - 

Branded items are not permitted 

• All hair accessories, socks, shoes and trainers must be in the school 

colours: navy blue, grey, black or white (no novelty socks) 

• All long hair must be tied back (pony tail, bun, plaits etc…) to avoid 

the spreading of head lice 

• No jewellery to be worn other than stud earrings, which must be 

removed or taped over on PE days 

• Gates open at 8.25am and are locked at 8.30am, and in the          

afternoon, gates are opened at 2.55pm and locked at 3.10pm 

• As teachers are busy welcoming and supervising children first 

thing in the morning, please could all messages be given to Mrs 

Pelosi in the office, who will then pass them on to the teacher 

• Only water is allowed in drinks bottles, and snacks must be fresh 

fruit only 

 

Thank you! 

 



At Brighstone Primary School we have high expectations for our children. This begins with  
attendance and punctuality as they are important life skills to learn.  
 
Good school attendance habits are best started early. Children learn from those around them and 
you as parents/carers set the standards and expectations for your child. Lateness has a negative 
impact; being late may disrupt already settled children and lessons, affect  
achievement and embarrass, worry or upset your child. We understand that there may be an      
occasional unavoidable instance where you are late, but if it happens frequently, please let us know 
if there may be something that we can do to help. 
 
What to do if your child is unwell: 
Check the NHS Guidance: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
You should notify the school office before 9am every morning your child is unable to attend due to 
illness. You can either telephone on 740285 or email on office@brighstoneprimary.org.uk.            
Telephone calls must be followed up in writing to authorise the (illness) absence. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1axykjNrf9JXRTnUMDzGjNGDn1BqRKzg3Uz6-oQ4bIpKgNX2ykIqJirLg_aem_5LBB5XBLLgy7jOhpy3Ibzg




School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 

If you would like to contact your child’s class teacher, you can email them at 

the following email addresses. Please allow at least one working day for a 

reply. For anything urgent, please contact the school office. 

 

Year R - teacher.flowerbee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 1/2 - teacher.bumblebee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 3/4 - teacher.honeybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Year 5/6 - teacher.ivybee@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

The Nest resourced provision - thenest@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates for 2025-2026 

 

Tuesday 18th November:  Admissions opens for Reception 2026 intake 

Friday 21st November:  Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir 

Saturday 6th December:  BSA Christmas Fair 

Friday 12th December:  Y1 - Y6 pantomime trip (further details to follow) 

Monday 15th December:  Christmas Concert in St Mary’s Church (further        

     details to follow) 

Tuesday 16th December:  Christmas Concert in St Mary’s Church (further       

     details to follow) 

Thursday 18th December: Christingle Concert in St Mary’s Church (further     

     details to follow) 

Friday 19th December:  Last day of term; Christmas Dinner day 

 

 

Please note that the school will be closed on the following days in this academic 

year: 

Day 1:  Monday 1st September 2025 

Day 2:  Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Day 3:  Wednesday 3rd September 2025 

Day 4:  Monday 1st June 2026 

Day 5:  Monday 27th July 2026  

 

Term dates are available on our school website: https://

www.brighstoneprimary.org.uk/calendar/ 

 

 

This page is regularly updated. 


