
Dear parents, carers and children, 

Despite the very wet weather, we have had a very productive RE week. Each class has been learning about a different aspect of the Easter 

story. In Y1/2, they were focusing on sad and happy. They talked about what makes them sad then happy, and then related these emotions 

to the Easter story. They re-enacted parts of the story, and talked about how people felt sad and happy at different points in the story,   

linking it to happy and sad music and artwork.  They thought of synonyms for ‘sad’ and ‘happy’, and created a museum of artefacts. 

Reception have been focusing on the story of Easter, Jesus coming back to life, and eggs as a symbol of new 

life. They heard the story of Palm Sunday, and then the sad and happy story of Jesus dying and coming back 

to life. Some children wanted to try hot cross buns at the snack cafe. They made their own Easter garden, 

and wrote about why Christians put a cross in an Easter garden - to remember that Jesus died and came 

back to life. 

Today, Jackie, head pupils Charlie and Arya, and I had a very difficult task: judging the entries to the BSA 

Easter competition. The tables were full of amazing creations that everyone has clearly worked so hard on. 

It was such as difficult decision to choose just one from each category for each class. However, even 

though there could only be a handful of winners, every entry received a small prize. They will be put on 

display in St Mary’s Church over Easter for all to admire! Thank you to the BSA for organising this. Thank you, also, for donating an Easter 

egg for every pupil in the school.  

Rev Jackie led our school Easter Service this afternoon in St Mary’s Church, assisted by Andy and Peter from SWAY. The 

children sang their hearts out, read their very thoughtful prayers, and were very game contestants in the Easter quiz,     

applying all their knowledge about the Easter story and more! Thank you to all the parents and grandparents who also came 

along, as well as the bell ringers (and Becky and Steve) for welcoming us into the church. 

This morning, we welcomed Charlotte from the Mountbatten Hospice. She told us about all the good work 

that the hospice does, and how important it is to fundraise, as it costs over £1 million a year to provide the 

care for those who need it. We heard some funny stories about Oscar, their resident cat, who enjoys all the 

attention from all the residents and visitors (as well as pinching people’s sandwiches and cake!). An email 

has been sent with information about how to register for the Schools’ Walk the Wight. There is also a competition to see which school   

raises the most money. Even though we are the smallest school, we will certainly give it a try! 

I hope you all have a wonderful Easter break, and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 15th April.  

With very best wishes, Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through 

Love, Courage and Respect 

This week, we have been thinking about how Goodness is Stronger than Evil. 

We looked at a pair of balancing scales, and discussed how these are the 

symbol of justice, as shown in the statue of Lady Justice. At a trial in a court 

of law, the judge and jury consider the crime that a person has committed 

(one side of the scales) and decide on a punishment that is right for that 

crime (the other side of the scales). This is how justice is done. 

We heard the story of Jesus at Easter time, and how many people didn’t like what he was 

doing, and wanted him out of the way. Many other people thought: “That’s not fair. 

That’s not justice.” 

On Good Friday, many Christians remember that what happened to Jesus was not fair or 

just. But out of what appeared to be the darkest day, God brought hope 

for the world. On Easter day, Christians celebrate the greatest miracle 

that ever happened - Jesus was resurrected, showing the power of 

God’s love over all that is dark and evil in the world. 

 

Victory 

 

 

“Learn to do right. Seek justice.” 

Isaiah 1.17 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.90 per day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of  

immediate harm 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 

 
 
 

Reading Recommendations 
Each week we will include a book recommendation 

from a child and/or adult. 
 

 

This week, Rev Jackie recommends: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 25th March 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 84.63% 

Late marks this week: 10 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/

live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/ 

 

This is an intriguing story with an unexpected 

ending. The world is not what it seems! 

This is a galactic saga of struggle and survival. It's 

an interplanetary tale of love, loss, and bread.   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 1 

Pizza Beef Burger BBQ Chicken Turkey Lasagne Fish Fingers Option 1 

BBQ Quorn Fillet Vegetarian Burger Cheese Ploughman's Veggie Chilli Quorn Dippers Option 2 

Dessert Crispy Bar/Fruit Jelly Cake Ice Cream Flapjack 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 





 





School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 

Please be reminded that all children need to wear the correct PE kit on PE days. 

The correct PE kit is also needed for sports clubs. 

Socks and hair accessories must be in the school colours. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

 

• Thursday 28th March: Easter service in St Mary’s Church at 2pm 

• Thursday 28th March: Last day of term 

• Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April: Easter holidays 

• Monday 15th April: Back to school 

• Wednesday 17th April: Y4 residential parents information meeting at 3pm 

• Wednesday 24th April: Y6 SATs parents information evening  

• Monday 29th April - Wednesday 1st May: Y4 residential at Tile Barn 

• Sunday 12th May: Walk the Wight 

• W/C 13th May: Y6 SATs 

• Friday 24th May: Last day of term 

• Monday 27th - Friday 31st May: Half term 

• Monday 3rd June: School closed for staff development day 

• Tuesday 4th June: Back to school 

• Wednesday 18th - Friday 21st June: Y6 residential in London 

• Friday 5th July: Sports Day  

• Friday 12th July: Y6 Leavers’ Service at Portsmouth Cathedral 

• Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

• Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Friday 19th July: Sports Day (back-up day) 

• Thursday 25th July: Last day of term; Y6 Leavers’ Service in St Mary’s Church 

• Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


