
Dear parents, carers and children, 

The children have had a busy week this week across the curriculum. In English, Honey Bee class have finished 

their Tadeo Jones diary entries and have started reading Arthur and the Golden Rope, which they are really   

enjoying. Bumble Bee Y1/2 children have finished their versions of Handa’s Surprise, and have been concluding 

their Geography unit about hot and cold countries. They have a wealth of knowledge about the Equator and the 

poles, and have also been learning about different climates. Ivy Bee class have been creating Google slides    

remotely, where they have been working in pairs to create the slides but without verbally communicating with 

each other - only communicating remotely from across the classroom! They have also been planning how to further improve their art     

installations using the senses. Reception class have been developing their interests in birdwatching following their learning last week, and 

have been creating bird houses in the different areas of the classroom, including the creative area and the construction area. Once they 

have made them, they have written labels for them.  

At home time today, parents and children had the chance to vote on the funniest potato person (that 

isn’t a sentence I have written before…). Honey Bee class worked together in teams to create the     

funniest potato. I am sure you agree, they are funny! Which one would be your choice?  

We are all very excited that Mrs Aram's baby is almost due. We are now in a position to let you know that, after February 

half-term, Mrs Denness and Mrs Lennon will be teaching Y1/2 in the mornings, while the current arrangements will continue for 

the afternoons: Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and some Thursdays: Mrs Denness; some Thursdays and every Friday: Mrs 

Lennon. Mrs Aram's last day will be Thursday 8th February. We wish her and her family all the very best and we hope to see 

them very soon - Mrs Aram has promised to visit lots of times with the baby! 

An email was sent out this week about the Isle of Wight Council’s School Transport Consultation. The consultation is open now and will 

close at 11.59pm on Wednesday 13th March 2024. Please do have a look at the email and take the opportunity to have your say. 

Please be reminded that parking is not allowed in the bus lane outside school during the given times on the sign; if cars are 

parked there, or on the double yellow lines either side of it, the bus has to stop in the middle of the road and the children cannot 

safely embark. Thank you for your understanding. 

Just another quick reminder that all hair accessories and socks must be in the school colours: navy or other shades  of blue, grey, white or 

black. Novelty socks are not allowed. Trainers on PE days should ideally be in muted colours, if possible. Many thanks for your 

cooperation and understanding. 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend.   

With best wishes,  Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,  

Courage and Respect 

This week, we have been thinking about Meeting a Personal Challenge. 

 

The Perseverance Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, when I feel worried about facing 

   a new challenge, 

Help me to persevere. 

When the going gets tough, 

Help me to persevere. 

When I feel like giving up, 

Help me to persevere. 

Amen 

 

“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 

Philippians 4.13 

We heard the story of St Paul, who, when he was a prisoner in Rome, he sent 

a letter to his friends saying “I can do all things through Him who strengthens 

me.” Philippians 4.13 

We then watched some children act out a scenario where Griff had to meet a 

personal challenge and show perseverance when he went on a school trip 

orienteering. He was dreading it, because it was different from what he was 

used to, and far away from home. However, Mr Never-Give-Up helped him to 

persevere through the challenges: “If you can’t go under it, and you can’t go 

over it, then, Griff, you must go through it!” 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.90 per day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of  

immediate harm 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

Winter Morning 
  

Take one starry night 
Without cloud blankets. 
Sprinkle icing sugar all about. 
Leave to set. 
 
Frosted leaves 
Sugared trees 
Spider’s web appears 
Marked out in silver pen. 
 
Serve with hats and mitts on, 
Boots and scarves on. 
Scrape silver from the car. 
Outside’s a big fridge. 
 
By dinner time the sun 
You left it to bake in 
Has licked up all the sugar. 
Winter’s work undone. 
 
Angela Topping 

Reading Recommendations 
Each week we will include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 
 

 

This week, Hudson and Autumn recommend: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 29th January 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 78.76% 

Late marks this week: 6 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/

live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/ 

 

I like this book because I like him lost 

in the snow. He met an owl and he 

met three foxes and then his sisters 

and brothers and mummy found 

him. At the end, he snuggled up with 

his sisters and brothers and mummy. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 2 

Pizza Chinese chicken rice Roast beef Sausage pasta Fish fingers Option 1 

Tomato pasta Veggie chow mein Cheesy veg crumble Veggie sausage pasta Quorn nuggets Option 2 

Dessert Apple crumble Apple Cake Marble cake Carrot cake American Pancakes 

I like this book because it makes me 

so calm. When I always read it, it 

makes me so happy. All the dogs 

were following Hairy Maclary to 

Scarface Claw. Scarface Claw is the 

toughest cat in town. Hairy Maclary 

didn’t know where to go and met 

Scarface Claw by mistake. They all 

ran back home. 

Hudson 

Autumn 



Bumble Bee Harvey using lots of different areas in our learning environment, and talking about what 
he's been doing. Bram for his super work in English applying punctuation he knows and 
using contractions correctly. Theo for gaining the confidence to join in so well with    
reading in RWI. Rufus for working hard to tell the time to o'clock, half past, quarter past 
and quarter to and for getting on with his work quickly.  

Honey Bee Quinn for making such a conscientious effort with his handwriting across all subjects and 
he really has put his all into all of the learning that we've done in class. Luna for trying 
hard during English and editing her work to make more effective choices.  Lilli for always 
doing the right thing and being a fantastic role model for the rest of the class.  

Ivy Bee Freddie and Anna for fantastic work on creating a slideshow remotely. 

Bee-Haviour Christopher for being kind and helpful in class. 

Sports Bee Toby for facing his fears to perform in Dance.  

EARA Awards 

(These are nominated 

by members of the 

EARA group.) 

Autumn for her help tidying up the blocks at lunchtime. 
Charlotte for playing quietly and sensibly over at the sensory garden. 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

 

• Thursday 8th February: KS2 trip to the British Museum 

• Friday 9th February: Last day of term 

• Monday 12th - Friday 16th February: Half term 

• Monday 19th February: Back to school 

• Tuesday 5th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Wednesday 6th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 5pm 

• Thursday 7th March: World Book Day 

• Thursday 28th March: Last day of term 

• Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April: Easter holidays 

• Monday 15th April: Back to school 

• Monday 29th April - Wednesday 1st May: Y4 residential at Tile Barn 

• W/C 13th May: Y6 SATs 

• Friday 24th May: Last day of term 

• Monday 27th - Friday 31st May: Half term 

• Monday 3rd June: School closed for staff development day 

• Tuesday 4th June: Back to school 

• Wednesday 18th - Friday 21st June: Y6 residential in London 

• Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

• Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Thursday 25th July: Last day of term 

• Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


