
Dear parents, carers and children, 

The best part of my job is visiting classes and being enthusiastically greeted by the children eager to share their learning. 

Yesterday, I popped down to Ivy Bee class to visit their Art lesson, and I was astounded to see their classroom and the 

Sycamore Room taken over by incredible art installations! They were busy beavering away in small groups, using a wide 

range of materials and resources found around the school, from PE equipment to tin foil and everything else in between. 

They showed a huge amount of creativity and imagination, as I am sure you will agree when you see the photos.  

I had the privilege of teaching some lessons in Honey Bee class this week. They have been busy writing diary entries as Tadeo 

Jones, an intrepid explorer of Ancient Egyptian pyramids (linked to their learning journey in History, which is focusing on Ancient 

Egypt). Their use of fronted adverbials, prepositional phrases and expanded noun phrases have really brought their writing alive. 

They have also been busy improving their joined up handwriting, and ensuring that they spell the Common Exception Words and 

key vocabulary correctly. Well done, Honey Bee class! 

Bumble Bee class (Y1/2) have been busy planning their version of Handa’s Surprise this week, which they were very keen to 

tell me about. They told me that they will be including local animals and fruit, adjectives and conjunctions. I shall look forward 

to reading their stories set in Brighstone next week.  

Reception Bumble Bees have made bird feeders and various bird hides over the past few weeks, in             

preparation for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch this weekend. Today we have spotted a few crows, a robin and 

a pair of bluetits, one of which was flying into our bird box looking for bugs. At lunchtime there was lots of 

excitement when the children spotted a huge wood pigeon sitting on the wire outside the window and      

another one on the fence, watching them eat their fish fingers!   

Every so often we undertake pupil conferencing to capture the pupil voice on school subjects and safeguarding. This week, with 

the help of Mrs Jones, our pupil safeguarding leads Max B and Max C asked the children the questions, even coming up with 

some questions of their own, to check that children feel happy and safe in school.   

Just a quick reminder that all hair accessories and socks must be in the school colours: navy or other shades  of blue, grey, white or black. 

Novelty socks are not allowed. Trainers on PE days should ideally be in muted colours, if possible. Many thanks for your cooperation and 

understanding. 

There are a few cases of chickenpox in school. Please could you check your child and, if they have spots, please keep them off school and 

inform the office. Click on the link for further guidance: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/ 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend.  With best wishes,  Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,  

Courage and Respect 

This week, we have been thinking about Doing the Right Thing. 

 

Loving God, 
 

Please help us to do the right thing, 

Even when it may be difficult. 

Help us to speak up for what is right, 

Even when it might be difficult. 

Help us to keep on going, 

Even when it might be difficult. 

Help me to help others, 

Even when it might be difficult. 
 

Amen 

“Let us run with perseverance the race that lies before 

us. Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our 

faith depends from beginning to end.”  

Hebrews 12.1-2 

We heard the story of Jeremiah, who was a prophet. He was sharing God’s 

messages, even if some people didn’t want to listen. However, did he give 

up? No, he didn’t. Even when he was arrested and persecuted, he was deter-

mined to carry on passing on God’s message. He was faithful and he did the 

right thing. He showed perseverance. 

It is sometimes difficult to do the right thing. One of our children received a 

certificate for this today. He stood up to his friends and ‘did the right thing’, 

which can’t have been easy. Well done. 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.90 per day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of  

immediate harm 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

Flying 
  

I saw the moon, 
One windy night, 
Flying so fast - 
All silvery white -  
Over the sky 
Like a toy balloon 
Loose from its string -  
A runaway moon. 
The frosty stars 
Went racing past, 
Chasing her on 
Ever so fast. 
Then everyone said, 
“It’s the clouds that fly, 
And the stars and moon 
Stand still in the sky.” 
But I don’t mind -  
I saw the moon 
Sailing away 
Like a toy 
Balloon.                                               J. M. Westrup 

Reading Recommendations 
Each week we will include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 
 

 

This week, Tom recommends: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 22nd January 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 87.62% 

Late marks this week: 5 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/

live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/ 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 1 

Pizza Beef burger Roast Turkey Beef Bolognese Fish fingers Option 1 

Tomato pasta Veggie burger Veggie pastry roll Veggie Bolognese Quorn nuggets Option 2 

Dessert Choc brownie Crispy bar Flapjack Fruit cake Ice cream 

I recommend Leanne and the      

Surprising Christmas because it’s 

really fun and it’s easy to read.  

It’s about Leanne who went to see 

her granny and granddad, and Simon 

is really happy to see them again. 

Simon is a refugee from Ukraine, 

whose house was blown up when he 

went to get some sweets.  

This is the third book about Leanne 

and Simon, written by Peter Johnson 

from SWAY. 

His books are available to buy from 

the school office.  



Bumble Bee Forbes for enjoying his reading so much and working really hard at home with Mummy too.   
Ellis for working so hard at forming his letters beautifully.  
William, Ellie and Rufus for trying hard to tell the time to o'clock and half past and being very engaged 
learners.  
Annie for being a very supportive partner in RWI encouraging her partner to read the special friends, Fred 
talk, read the word. 

Honey Bee Samuel and Flo for being very helpful in the classroom this week and always! 

Ivy Bee Poppy and Iris for consistently giving 100% to all of their learning.  

Bee-Haviour Reece for showing respect and reminding others about the rules.  
Alyssa for showing kindness to a friend who was upset. 

EARA Awards 

(These are nominated 

by members of the 

EARA group.) 

Harvey - Whilst I was tidying up in the Cosy Cabin he came and helped me (nominated by Oskar Y4)  
Tahnee – For being really quiet and reading books (nominated by Rosie Y4) 
Max C - for being really peaceful in the Cosy Cabin (nominated by Lucy Y5) 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

Open to anyone on the Island aged 11-24 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

 

• Thursday 8th February: KS2 trip to the British Museum 

• Friday 9th February: Last day of term 

• Monday 12th - Friday 16th February: Half term 

• Monday 19th February: Back to school 

• Tuesday 5th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Wednesday 6th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 5pm 

• Thursday 7th March: World Book Day 

• Thursday 28th March: Last day of term 

• Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April: Easter holidays 

• Monday 15th April: Back to school 

• Monday 29th April - Wednesday 1st May: Y4 residential at Tile Barn 

• W/C 13th May: Y6 SATs 

• Friday 24th May: Last day of term 

• Monday 27th - Friday 31st May: Half term 

• Monday 3rd June: School closed for staff development day 

• Tuesday 4th June: Back to school 

• Wednesday 18th - Friday 21st June: Y6 residential in London 

• Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

• Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Thursday 25th July: Last day of term 

• Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


