
Dear parents, carers and children, 

The week started with the EARA group leading an assembly that they had prepared. They confidently 

stood in front of the school to share their slides showing who they are and what they have been doing. 

They talked about how to use the Cosy Cabin and the Sensory Garden properly, they shared information 

about the Equality Act 2010 and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and about No 

Outsiders. As part of their commitment to ensure that the Cosy Cabin and Sensory Garden is used correctly, and that 

people continue to treat each other and school belongings with respect, they have also introduced the use of             

certificates, which they proudly presented in Golden Worship this morning. Well done to the EARA group! 

You may recall a story written by Christopher in the Buzz a few weeks ago. Well, I am delighted to present another story 

by Christopher, which you will find on p4. This is the first instalment that he has written of his new story. He has written it in his spare time 

at home and is excited to share it with everyone. Check out our Facebook page where you will find a video of him reading it. I can’t wait for 

the next bit, as he has left us on quite the cliff hanger! Well done, Christopher! 

On the subject of stories, Peter Johnson from SWAY has finished his trilogy of stories about Leanne and her adventures, with the final one 

just produced called Leanne and the Surprising Christmas. It centres around Leanne’s visit for Christmas to her grandparents in Staffsbury. 

She is still coming to terms with her grandparents ‘new visitor, Simon, the refugee from distant lands. As snow descends upon Staffsbury, 

the children enjoy some fun in the hills nearby. What will become of Simon after Christmas, Leanne wonders. Copies of the book are for sale 

from the school office, for £6.99. All proceeds from the book go to SWAY.  

A year ago, schools across the island signed up for the IOW Respect Charter. This is to ensure that all members, including children, 

staff and parents of each school community are treated with respect within a safe, friendly and nurturing environment. Please see 

the page later in this week’s Buzz for the Respect Charter for your reference. This can also be found on the policies page of our 

website. 

The recent Messy Church session held at the Methodist Church in November was very well attended, so another one has been 

planned for Thursday 22nd February. There are fun activities planned, as well as a delicious meal, and all of this is for free! Please 

see our Facebook page for more details, and if you are interested, book a place using the provided email address or phone      

number (on the poster). Thank you to the volunteers at St Mary’s Church and the Methodist Church for organising these amazing 

events. 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend.                                                                        

With best wishes,  Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,  

Courage and Respect 

This week, we have been thinking about Keeping Going Against All Odds. 

 

Loving God, 
 

Whose Son became a refugee and had no place to call 

his own, 

Look with mercy on those who are fleeing from danger, 

Who are homeless and hungry. 

Bless those who work to bring them relief; 

Inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts; 

And guide the nations of the world towards 

that day 

When there will be justice and peace for 

everyone. 
 

Amen 

“Let us run with perseverance the race that lies before 

us. Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our 

faith depends from beginning to end.”  

Hebrews 12.1-2 

This is a painting by French artist 

James Tissot. It shows some refugees 

with a young child. Who do you think 

the artist is depicting in this picture? 

What makes you think this? 

The painting is called ‘The Flight into 

Egypt’. We then listened to the part of 

the story from the Bible which was the 

inspiration for James Tissot’s painting. 

We then talked about refugees      

nowadays, who may be escaping    

persecution or war, and may be feeling 

terrified and alone. How welcoming is 

our school? How do we help visitors 

feel welcome? 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.90 per day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of  

immediate harm 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

Refugees - a poem by Brian Bilston 
  

They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 
Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not 
Welcome here 

We should make them 
Go back to where they came from 

They cannot 
Share our food 

Share our homes 
Share our countries 

Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 
These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way 
 

(now read the poem again from bottom to top) 

Reading Recommendations 
Each week we will include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 
 

 

This week, Henry recommends: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 19th January 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 97.05% 

Late marks this week: 9 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/

live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/ 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 3 

Pizza Sausage and mash Roast pork Chicken korma Fish fingers Option 1 

Tomato pasta Cauliflower cheese Veggie roast Tomato pasta Quorn nuggets Option 2 

Dessert Apple bake Jelly Shortbread Fruit cake Shortbread  



Bumble Bee George for being such a happy enthusiastic learner. Ralph for having the courage to keep 
trying even when he thinks he can't do it at first. Theo H for focusing really hard in        
lessons, particularly in English and Maths. Holly & Bethan for their super bridging work in 
Maths, including the presentation and wanting to go onto the challenge questions.  

Honey Bee Quinn and Ruby for working extremely hard in their Maths, solving incredibly tricky word 
problems, involving converting between cm, mm, m and using addition and subtraction 
to work out missing lengths.  

Ivy Bee Leland for excellent focus and good calculations in Maths.  
Jared for an excellent attitude to drama in Reading. Great voices!  

Bee-Haviour Theo F for demonstrating school values - Respect 

Sports bee Jared for being a respectful team player during Dodgeball Club. 

EARA Awards 

(These are nominated 

by members of the 

EARA group.) 

Zara for being respectful in the playground and Cosy Cabin. Flo for when everyone runs 
through the Cosy Cabin, she sits there calmly and sets a good example to everyone. 
Ralph for giving up his playtime to sweep the stones in the sensory garden.  
Kieran for being really polite and calm and reading quietly. 



The Journey to the Impossible 

By Christopher Y5 

 

Chapter 1: A Normal Boy 

Once there was a boy called Christopher. He was a normal boy but he was quite 

fast because he always beat his friends Bill and Jack in races. Sometimes they 

got fed up because they lost every time. Chris took it easy sometimes but still 

beat them every time. 

Chapter 2: The Creation 

Every one thousand years, a meteorite hits the earth and always causes        

catastrophic damage, but this time it hit a boy and the destiny was that it hit 

Christopher. It was 4am and he was waiting for his parents at school for them 

to pick him up and he was alone as all the other kids had left. 

Chapter 3: Superpowers 

He woke up in the hospital and then he realised that he had no arm, and then 

he heard some strange noises coming from the corridor. He tried to get up but 

he could barely stand on his feet. He was able to get out of his room, and at the 

first glance he saw nothing but then he saw a tail of a monster disappearing in 

a corner, so he followed his instincts and chased it and then out of nowhere he 

found himself in front of the beast. That is how he figured out that he was     

superfast and then he punched the horrible slimy creature which then flew 

across the room. 

 

Check out our Facebook page to see Christopher 

reading his story.  

 

Watch this space for the next instalment! 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who attended the 

BSA meeting.  

Watch this space for the exciting 

events coming up! 

 



School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

 

• Thursday 8th February: KS2 trip to the British Museum 

• Friday 9th February: Last day of term 

• Monday 12th - Friday 16th February: Half term 

• Monday 19th February: Back to school 

• Tuesday 5th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Wednesday 6th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 5pm 

• Thursday 7th March: World Book Day 

• Thursday 28th March: Last day of term 

• Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April: Easter holidays 

• Monday 15th April: Back to school 

• Monday 29th April - Wednesday 1st May: Y4 residential at Tile Barn 

• W/C 13th May: Y6 SATs 

• Friday 24th May: Last day of term 

• Monday 27th - Friday 31st May: Half term 

• Monday 3rd June: School closed for staff development day 

• Tuesday 4th June: Back to school 

• Wednesday 18th - Friday 21st June: Y6 residential in London 

• Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

• Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Thursday 25th July: Last day of term 

• Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


