
Dear parents, carers and children, 

“Pinch, punch, first of the month.” “White rabbit, white rabbit, white rabbit.” There are long-standing traditions that 

signify the start of the month, which are said to bring good luck to those who utter them. However, on the first day of 

December, there is another, very exciting way to start the month: opening the first little door of the Advent calendar. 

Hands shot up in the air this morning when I asked who had opened their Advent calendar this morning. They told me 

about the chocolates and pictures behind the door (I don’t know about you, but I miss the days of the traditional Advent calendars without 

the chocolate, when we got excited to see the picture rather than the chocolate!). Over the next few weeks, we will be immersing ourselves 

in lots of Christmas activities in school. It is so easy to get caught up in the commercialism and busy-ness of it all, but it is important to also 

try to take time to pause, reflect, and spend time with friends and family, while also considering the true meaning of Christmas.  

A letter was emailed home today with further information about our Nativity, including details about costumes and tickets. We also have 

our whole school trip to see Hook, the pantomime, in Portsmouth on Thursday, and other very exciting events, including our Christingle 

service and the BSA Christmas disco and market. See p10 for the diary dates. Our two head pupils, Charlie and Arya, are going to be local 

celebrities, as they have been asked by Reverend Jackie to turn on the Christmas tree lights at the opening of the Christmas Tree Festival in 

the Lights of Love service in St Mary’s Church on Wednesday 6th at 7pm. They are absolutely delighted to be asked. What an honour!  

On that note, if anyone is able to spare a bit of time to help out at the Christmas Tree Festival, please pop into the church and write your 

name for a time slot on the list by the door. Thank you. 

The School Council are going to be developing a new school garden that is more easily accessible. This will be in the area 

next to the old Reception classroom (now called the Busy Bee room). In line with developing our eco-credentials, they 

would like to use reclaimed materials for the planters. If you have any old wooden crates, wooden planks, or any other 

receptacles that could be used for planters, please contact the school office. Many thanks. 

On Tuesday morning, Year 4 welcomed Ed Stolliday from Chartwells. In his role as a nutritionist, Ed talked to the children 

about being 'Sugar Savvy' and how much sugar is in many of the common food choices that we make. They also made 

healthy chocolate hummus - sounds delicious! See Facebook next week for further information and photos. 

We have been having a few children arriving late recently. Whilst we understand that           

sometimes events conspire against us, leading to occasional lateness, it is imperative that     

children are in school on time so they don’t miss the time to greet their friends, settle into 

class and miss any of their learning. Thank you for your support with this. 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

With very best wishes,  

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,      

Courage and Respect 

This week, we have been thinking about ‘Standing on God’s Promises’.  

We have been thinking about how we can trust our friends. However, even 

though people can sometimes be unreliable, the Bible tells us that God will never 

disappoint us.  

The Bible tells us that when 

we pray to God, we will be 

listened to and will receive 

strength when we are fac-

ing hard times. He promises 

that nothing, absolutely 

nothing, can separate us 

from his love. 

Promises Prayer 

Leader: God of Love… 

When we feel let down by others, we know… 

All: your promises can be trusted. 

Leader: When we need courage to face the future, we 

know… 

All: your promises can be trusted. 

Leader: When we feel lonely and sad, we know… 

All: your promises can be trusted. 

Amen 

“Two people are better than one… 

If one person falls, the other can reach out to help. “ 

Ecclesiastes 4.9-10 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.90 per day.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of  

immediate harm 

You can contact the NSPCC: 
 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

Dormouse 
 

“Now winter is coming,” 
The dormouse said, 
“I must be thinking 
Of going to bed.” 
So he curled himself up 
As small as he could, 
And went fast asleep 
As a dormouse should. 
 
Lilian McCrea 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reading Recommendations 
Each week we will include a book recommendation from a 

child and/or adult. 
 

 

This week, Martha recommends this graphic novel: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 27th November 

Whole School attendance target: 

96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 94.66% 

Late marks this week: 20 

https://www.nhs.uk/

live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/ 

 

I recommend this book 

because it is actually quite 

funny. It’s got loads of 

cartoons in one book. The 

characters are all really 

funny as well. It’s got lots 

of different stories in it, 

and the different seasons. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 3 

Pizza Sausage and mash Roast pork Packed Lunches Fish fingers Option 1 

Tomato pasta Cauliflower cheese Veggie roast Panto Quorn nuggets Option 2 

Dessert Apple bake Jelly Shortbread Trip Shortbread  



Bumble Bee Hudson for coming into school with a big smile and always being so enthusiastic to have 
a go at different things.  
Max F for his enthusiasm during maths and English this week.    
Ellie for her fantastic science work, thinking about the changing seasons and what we see 
in autumn.  
Holly for always working hard but particularly trying hard with her spellings in her 
writing.  

Honey Bee Alice and Fred C for showing a love of learning when constructing their castles in Design 
Technology (DT).  
Quinn for showing all round great behaviour and putting his all into  every lesson. 

Ivy Bee Grover for the effort he has put into creating his piece of writing about seeing the tight-
rope walker (the character in our story book).  
Toby W for precision maths calculations. 

Bee-Haviour Georgia for showing perseverance during choir practice. 

Sports bee Flo and Freddie K for demonstrating fantastic dribbling skills during Basketball in PE. 
 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit https://actionforhappiness.org/ 

https://actionforhappiness.org/




 



      



      



School Day Timings 

The school day is as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

• Thursday 7th December: Pantomime in Portsmouth  

• Friday 8th December: Mufti in return for a gift for a hamper (BSA) 

• Sunday 10th December: Stars of Wonder concert in St Mary’s Church at 7pm 

• Tuesday 12th December: Nativity (1.30pm) 

• Wednesday 13th December: Nativity (6pm) 

• Thursday 14th December: Christingle service (2pm) and Christmas Jumper Day 

• Friday 15th December: Christmas Disco and Craft Market (BSA) 

• Tuesday 19th December: Last day of term; Christmas Dinner Day; Christmas 

Mufti 

• Wednesday 20th December - Monday 1st January: Christmas holidays 

• Tuesday 2nd January: Back to school 

• Friday 9th February: Last day of term 

• Monday 12th - Friday 16th February: Half term 

• Monday 19th February: Back to school 

• Tuesday 5th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Wednesday 6th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 5pm 

• Thursday 7th March: World Book Day 

• Thursday 28th March: Last day of term 

• Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April: Easter holidays 

• Monday 15th April: Back to school 

• W/C 13th May: Y6 SATs 

• Friday 24th May: Last day of term 

• Monday 27th - Friday 31st May: Half term 

• Monday 3rd June: School closed for staff development day 

• Tuesday 4th June: Back to school 

• Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

• Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

• Thursday 25th July: Last day of term 

• Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


