
Dear parents, carers and children, 

Well, I don’t know about you, but I really feel that this year has flown by! The end of the year is full of mixed emotions, as we look back on 

the year gone by, say thank you and goodbye to our current classes and teachers, look forward to our new classes, and wave goodbye to our 

Y6 children as they move onto pastures new at their secondary schools.  

I enjoyed a fun two days with our wonderful Y6 children at the beginning of the week on their residential at Corf 

Camp.  They were superstars, showing great humour, independence, resilience, perseverance, teamwork and more. 

The fun started with a show at the Planetarium, before walking from Fort Victoria to Yarmouth where we visited 

Yarmouth Castle. After catching a bus to Corf Camp, we settled into our tents before enjoying an orienteering     

activity around the beautiful site. Later in the day saw everyone show great resilience when trying to light fires,   

before enjoying a delicious and well-deserved homemade spaghetti Bolognese. After the evening meal, we all    

gathered around the campfire to sing the obligatory campfire songs (the sillier, the better!) and many personality traits of the Y6 children 

were revealed that we may not necessarily have seen before!!! The day culminated in a night walk through the trees (without torches so our 

eyes could adjust to the dark) where we experienced the magical sight of glow worms glinting amongst the bushes.  

The next day started bright and early with a full English breakfast, before taking part in bird watching in the hide overlooking the estuary, 

archery, crabbing and wall traversing. After striking their tents and enjoying lunch, they returned to Yarmouth for a boat trip to the Needles, 

where they were astounded to see a helicopter landing on the helipad on top of the lighthouse! It was a wonderful time, and I would like to 

say thank you to Mrs Sharp for organising it all, Mrs Eggleton, Mrs Johnstone and Mr Goldsmith for joining us for the activities, and, above 

all, thank you to the Y6s who made the experience so special. 

The whole school and Y6 parents also said thank you and a sad goodbye to the Y6 children during the Leavers’ Service 

at St Mary’s Church on Wednesday, where they shared their memories of special times at Brighstone Primary, and 

where we laughed and cried while looking back at photos of when they were younger. The Y6 children, as well as the Y5      

children, wrote some lovely prayers, which can be seen in this Buzz. We wish you all the very best, Y6; we 

will all miss you! 

On Monday, Years 3, 4, and 5 had a fabulous time learning circus skills as part of a fun workshop led by Lisa Stevenson, one of 

our governors. Many children demonstrated amazing skills, and I’ve been told that the bubbles were enormous! 

The year finished with a bang: the Summer Sizzler! This was another successful event where everyone could relax and enjoy the 

sunshine while also visiting the different activities and stalls, and tasting some delicious burgers and sausages. A huge thank you to the BSA 

who organised it, helping to bring the school community together for one last extravaganza for this academic year, while also raising funds 

for the school. 

I would like to say a huge thank you for all your support for the school over this past year. Thank you, also, for taking the time to complete 

the parent survey, and for sharing such lovely, positive feedback. I will collate all the responses before sharing 

them (anonymously) in    September.  

I am sure you will join me in wishing Miss Smith and her future husband all the very best for their big day        

tomorrow and for their lives together as a married couple. Have a fantastic day! 

I wish you all an amazing summer holiday, and I look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5th September.  

With very best wishes,  

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,      

Courage and Respect 

Please see later in the Buzz for prayers written by some of our Y6 and Y5 children and read out in the Y6 Leavers’ Service. 

 

 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.95 per day.  

 
 

The menu for the first week back is yet to be confirmed. 
 

 
 
 

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm 
Contact us: safeguarding@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Speak with our DSL Mrs Jones in the school office 
You can contact the NSPCC: 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 
A poem for Y6 

 
You are ready Year 6. 
It is time. 
Time for one last wear of this uniform. 
Time for one last journey to school. 
Time for one last registration. 
Time for one last assembly. 
Time for one last sit on the benches. 
Time for one last wander in the corridors. 
Time for one last day, everyone together. 
Time for one last goodbye to your teacher. 
Time to move on. 
Time for the next step. 
Time for new adventures. 
Time to look forward and not back. 
It is time. 
You are ready. 
It is time. 
 
By Mrs Smith (Facebook) 

 

Grammar and Spelling Matters 
Each week we will include a mini grammar or spelling 
lesson so you know what your children are learning! 

 

 

Punctuation: commas 
 

Commas can help with  
clarity, and can save lives if 
they are used in the correct 

place! 
 

 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 10th July 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 97.3% 

Late marks this week: 2 

Baguettes now available on  

Tuesdays and Thursdays instead 

of JPs (ham, cheese or tuna) 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

Local Activities for the Summer Holiday 
A list of activities/services available over the break, suitable for young people of Primary 
School age. 
  
Most of these have spaces available for no/discounted cost, for those eligible for Free 
School Meals. 
  
Aspire Ryde 

IW Family Information Hub | Aspire Ryde (iow.gov.uk) 

Aspire Ryde 

Aspire run various sessions and activities. 

 

Brading Community Partnership 

IW Family Information Hub | Brading Community Partnership (iow.gov.uk) 

Contact email for more information is gin.jane.b@gmail.com – range of activities are put 
on Tuesday-Friday on several weeks throughout the Summer holidays. 

 

CM Sports 

IW Family Information Hub | CM Sports UK (iow.gov.uk) 

To qualify/book the young person must be eligible for free school meals – links above are 
to different locations where it is running 

HAF | CM Sports (cm-sports.co.uk) 

 

Football Fun Factory 

IW Family Information Hub | The Football Fun Factory (iow.gov.uk) 

Toddler and Kids Football Training and Parties (thefootballfunfactory.co.uk) 

 

Globe Fit 

IW Family Information Hub | Globe Fit (iow.gov.uk) 

Globe Fit Kids Holiday Clubs - Booking by Bookwhen 

Free for children eligible for FSM 

 

https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=65IaXOPkF6w&familychannel=8-6
https://www.aspireryde.org.uk/
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=C8PkutwxrMs&familychannel=8-6
mailto:gin.jane.b@gmail.com
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=YIB4o2APaPk&familychannel=8-6
https://www.cm-sports.co.uk/haf/
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=RMykC6hBLzc&familychannel=8-6
https://thefootballfunfactory.co.uk/
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=irnZwT1NQeQ&familychannel=8-6
https://bookwhen.com/globefitkidsclubs#focus=ev-sj28-20230724083000


Continued: 

Island Riding Centre 

IW Family Information Hub | Island Riding Centre (iow.gov.uk) 

Holiday Club – Island Riding Centre 

This is listed under HAF but I cannot seem to find on their website any dis-
counts/access to free sessions. 

JG Tennis Coaching 

IW Family Information Hub | JG Tennis Coaching (iow.gov.uk) 

JG Tennis / Coaching / Holiday camps / Detail (lta.org.uk) 

Free camps available for those eligible for FSM 

  

John Cattle’s Skate Club 

IW Family Information Hub | John Cattle’s Skate Club (iow.gov.uk) 

HAF SUMMER HOLIDAY SKATE SESSIONS 8-16yrs COWES WEEK 1 - Booking by 
Bookwhen 

There is a free programme again for children eligible for FSM. 

Starlight Academy 

IW Family Information Hub | The Starlight Academy (iow.gov.uk) 

 

Theatre Educational 

IW Family Information Hub | Theatre Educational (iow.gov.uk) 

HAF - Theatre Educational 

Free places for those eligible for FSM. 

 

Most of the above is provided through the HAF scheme (Holiday Activities and 
Food). Website can be found here - Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Pro-
gramme | Children and Families | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk) . 

Just a reminder of the IOW Family Centres website - Welcome To Isle Of Wight 
Family Centres : Isle Of Wight Family Centres , and the various Family Centre 
locations in Newport, Ryde and Sandown, where families can drop into over 
the holidays should further support be required. 

https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=14XYCf4Psls&familychannel=8-6
https://www.islandriding.com/holiday-club/
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=YZ7BJdGlzJs&familychannel=8-6
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/JGTennisCoaching/Coaching/Camp/66e96b89-9a59-49a6-8bdf-11cc1fde35e0
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=FMbyWGXl8RQ&familychannel=8-6
https://bookwhen.com/skateclub/e/ev-sygr-20230724100000
https://bookwhen.com/skateclub/e/ev-sygr-20230724100000
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=FGE2s7wabS8&familychannel=8-6
https://familyinfohub.iow.gov.uk/kb5/iow/directory/service.page?id=X0a9YhzGtTc&familychannel=8-6
http://www.theatreeducational.co.uk/haf.html
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/connectforcommunities/holidayactivities
https://www.isleofwightfamilycentres.org.uk/
https://www.isleofwightfamilycentres.org.uk/


 

Get your personalised online safety toolkit in a 
few easy steps 

We know how hard it is to stay on top of your children’s inter-
net safety. That’s why we created this toolkit with content that 

will support you through every digital dilemma and help you 
keep your children safe. 

Simply: 
 Answer a few questions about your children’s digital      

habits (takes just a few minutes) 
 Provide an email address to receive your own personalised 

online safety toolkit 
 

Access your toolkit here 
 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/digital-family-toolkit/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Residential at Corf Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Residential at Corf Camp 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Leavers’ Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Leavers’ Service 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Leavers’ Service 

Here are some of the moving prayers (some written by Y5 to the Y6 children) and special        

memories written by the Y6 children, that were read out in church. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Leavers’ Service 

Here are some more of the prayers (some written by Y5 to the Y6 children) and special        

memories written by the Y6 children, that were read out in church. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Leavers’ Service 

Here are some more of the prayers (some written by Y5 to the Y6 children) and special        

memories written by the Y6 children, that were read out in church. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circus Skills 

 



School Day Timings 

From September 2023, the school day will be as follows: 

8.25am: Gates open 

8.30am: School starts 

3pm: School ends 

3.10pm: Gates close 

Many thanks. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

2023-2024 academic year 

 

 Friday 1st September: School closed for staff development day 

 Monday 4th September: School closed for staff development day 

 Tuesday 5th September: First day of school for children 

 Tuesday 12th September: Meet and Greet Information Evening - meet the 

teachers 5pm - 6pm 

 Friday 22nd September: Y6 UKSA Test the Water 

 Thursday 5th October: Flu vaccinations 

 Saturday 7th October: BHS Autumn Show 

 Thursday 19th October: Last day of term 

 Friday 20th October: School closed for staff development day 

 Monday 23rd October - Friday 3rd November: Half term 

 Monday 6th November: Back to school 

 W/C Monday 13th November: Inter Faith week 

 Tuesday 21st November: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

 Wednesday 22nd November: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 5pm 

 Tuesday 19th December: Last day of term 

 Wednesday 20th December - Monday 1st January: Christmas holidays 

 Tuesday 2nd January: Back to school 

 Friday 9th February: Last day of term 

 Monday 12th - Friday 16th February: Half term 

 Monday 19th February: Back to school 

 Tuesday 5th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

 Wednesday 6th March: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 5pm 

 Thursday 7th March: World Book Day 

 Thursday 28th March: Last day of term 

 Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April: Easter holidays 

 Monday 15th April: Back to school 

 W/C 13th May: Y6 SATs 

 Friday 24th May: Last day of term 

 Monday 27th - Friday 31st May: Half term 

 Monday 3rd June: School closed for staff development day 

 Tuesday 4th June: Back to school 

 Friday 12th July: Reports go home 

 Tuesday 16th July: Parents Evening 3.15pm - 6pm 

 Thursday 25th July: Last day of term 

 Friday 26th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

Term dates are also available on our school website. 

 

 

 





Have you seen Tax-Free Childcare (TFC) – What is it? 

Government support for working parents, including the 
self-employed, in the UK working at least 16 hours at 

the National Minimum Wage.  
For children aged 0-11 or until 16 if disabled.  

(Preschool/ Breakfast/Afterschool/Holiday Club) 
 
- Parents and carers can earn up to £100k each per year and still be eligible for TFC.  
- For every £8 a parent pays into an online account, the government will add an extra £2. 
   Up to £2,000 per child per year or £4, 000 each year if the child has a disability.  
- This is for parents who aren't receiving Tax Credits, Universal Credit, or childcare vouch-
ers. 
 
Setting up an account and payments  
- Parents apply for an account through: childcarechoices.gov.uk. 
- HMRC confirm via email, and you can set up their TFC account.   
- Accounts can be opened at any time of the year and can be used straight away.  
- Parents search for provider in the ‘Your Tax-Free Childcare account’ section of the account homepage by 
name, address, postcode.  (Niton Preschool, School Lane, Niton PO38 2BP)  
- Parents pay money into the TFC account. The top up will be added automatically.  
- The government top-up is applied to deposits made for each child, not household.   
Parents can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each child to help with the costs of 
childcare.  
- Parents pay the childcare provider directly through the childcare account using bank transfer.   
 
- For every £8 a parent pays into this account, the government will pay in £2 to use to pay the      
provider.  
- Parents can use Tax Free Child to pay for additional childcare costs: 

Our preschool consumable charges: You pay £16.00 Government pays £4.00. 


























