
Dear parents, carers and children, 

This morning, we celebrated external awards; the table was full of certificates, rosettes and trophies, for swimming, bell ringing, handwrit-

ing, iced biscuits, Walk the Wight and more! We also welcomed Boni, who presented the winners of the handwriting competition with their 

certificates. The Y2 children received a class certificate for their enthusiasm during the Y2 quizzes; they loved them so much, they didn’t 

want them to end! Well done to all of you; what superstars you are. 

On Tuesday, Honey Bee class enjoyed an amazing day out at the IOW Royal County Show Education Day. They learned 

about the unique woodland here on the Isle of Wight and how, because we don't have any deer, our woodland is much 

more productive and thriving because we don't have anything which eats the undergrowth. We also got to see the pigs, 

goats, calves and chickens, and learn all about some of the different farming  processes on the Island (see more photos in 

this Buzz and on Facebook). 

Today, the children had a wonderful experience with the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, who performed for the whole 

school before holding a workshop for Ivy Bee class. See later in this Buzz for more information and photos. 

Sharing a story is a lovely thing to do with your child, no matter whether they are in Reception or Y6. It’s 

an opportunity for some quality time reading and talking about the book or poem, exploring the story, characters 

and vocabulary, looking at the pictures, and asking questions. We will be holding some Share a Story sessions over 

the next few weeks (see the dates on p11 of this Buzz). We look forward to seeing you there! 

On Thursday 15th June, the BSA will be holding a pop-up Fathers’ Day shop, which is a chance for your child to purchase a special gift for a 

special loved one in their lives. You will find the form in the email that was sent out yesterday, and paper copies are also available in the 

front foyer. 

We have had quite a few people express an interest for our community ‘Spruce Up Our School’ day tomorrow; if you have one or 

two hours spare, feel free to pop along and lend a hand with weeding, trimming, painting etc… The more the merrier! We look 

forward to seeing you there. 

There has recently been a bit of uncertainty around the possibility of school closures. Today, you will have received some further             

information about this. I would encourage you to read the full report (using the link in the email). From this, you will see that Brighstone 

Primary is not one of the named schools. On behalf of the governing body and our school team, please be reassured that Brighstone Primary 

continues to remain part of this strong village community. 

I wish you all a lovely half term holiday, and I look forward to seeing you on Monday 5th June.  

Best wishes, Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone team 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,      

Courage and Respect 

This week’s Collective Worship theme is Pentecost—Knowing God’s Presence 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Pentecost 
 

God the Father, watch over us (arch arms over 

head) 

God the Son walk with us (stretch arms out to 

either side) 

God the Spirit, work through us (cross arms over 

chest) 

So that your kingdom will come and 

your will be done (gesture out to the 

world) 

Amen 

 

“A friend is always loyal, and a brother is 

born to help in time of need.” Proverbs 

17.17 

We heard about the story of Pentecost, when the first disciples received the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. After Jesus had been crucified, the disciples were confused, 

frightened and unsure of what the future held, but a dramatic transformation 

occurred in their lives after the events of Pentecost. Filled with the Holy Spirit, 

the disciples suddenly became bold, courageous and passionate about sharing 

the news of Jesus’ resurrection with others. 

Many people became followers of Jesus after hearing the disciples preaching. 

The Church was born! Pentecost is often known as the 

birthday of the Church.  

The colour of Pentecost is red because the Bible says 

that when the disciples received the Holy Spirit it looked 

as if tongues of fire were above their heads. 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.55 per day.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child you can call the 
police on 999 if you feel they are at risk of 

immediate harm 
Contact us: safeguarding@brighstoneprimary.org.uk 

Speak with our DSL Mrs Jones in the school office 
You can contact the NSPCC: 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

Buttercup 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
by Mandy Coe 

Grammar and Spelling Matters 
Each week we will include a mini grammar or spelling 
lesson so you know what your children are learning! 

 

 

Punctuation: colon and semi-colon 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 22nd May 

Whole School attendance target: 96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 95.58% 

Late marks this week: 5 

Baguettes now available on  

Tuesdays and Thursdays instead 

of JPs (ham, cheese or tuna) 

Buttercups gleam, bright butter gold, 
buttercup, buttercup, buttercup-cup. 
 
Buttercups, tall, rambling wild, 
buttercup, buttercup, buttercup-cup. 
 
Butterflies and daisies dancing in the meadow, 
buttercup, buttercup, buttercup-cup. 
 
Bare legs tickled by green and yellow, 
buttercup, buttercup, buttercup-cup. 
 
Buttercups singing the summertime tune, 
buttercup, buttercup, buttercup-cup. 
 
Buttercups close at the rise of the moon, 
buttercup, buttercup, buttercup-cup. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 1 

Pizza Bangers and Mash Roast Turkey Beef bolognese Fish Fingers Option 1 

Tomato Pasta Veggie Sausages Tomato Pasta Tomato Pasta Veggie  dippers Option 2 

Dessert Ice cream Lemon Slice Shortbread Jelly Crispy bar 



Outside 

Achievements 

Brighstone Show, Handwriting, Horse riding, Swimming, Walk the Wight, Dancing and 

Bell ringing 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

Try one or more of these during half-term 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Scenario Questions 

How many can your child 

answer correctly? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

Honey Bee Class 

On Tuesday, Honey Bee class enjoyed an amazing day out at the IOW Royal County Show Education Day. They 

learned about the unique woodland here on the Isle of Wight and how, because we don't have any deer, our 

woodland is much more productive and thriving because we don't have anything which eats the undergrowth. We 

also got to see the pigs, goats, calves and chickens, and learn all about some of the different farming  processes on 

the Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Honey Bee Class 
This week, Honey Bees designed and painted their flags for the Crossing the Bar walk which will take place in June. 

They discussed all of the beautiful scenery which they saw throughout their trip to Compton bay and made sure 

that they included various elements of these in their flag designs.  

The Crossing the Bar project is one that celebrates the Island's heritage coastline and celebrates the beauty that 

we have here. On Saturday 10th June there will be a walk taking place at 2pm, which will leave from Warnes Lane 

car park. The walk will be accompanied by Island storyteller, Sue Bailey who will narrate as we walk. This is an 

amazing opportunity for the children to showcase their fabulous flag designs and take part in a fantastic project. 

All families are welcome! To book you and your child onto the walk, please follow this link Crossing the Bar 2023 | 

Eventbrite and book onto the Brighstone short story walk.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/crossing-the-bar-2023-2166939
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/crossing-the-bar-2023-2166939


 

 

 

 

 

 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

This afternoon we were treated to an amazing performance by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.  

They played us some beautiful music, including Rolling in the Deep by Adele and the introduction to Harry Potter. They intro-

duced us to many of their orchestral instruments, such as the French horn, oboe, clarinet, cello and the tuba. They explained 

how their instruments make a sound and how our brains interpret the sound.  

They played music all about the sea (because we’re on the IOW), including Yellow Submarine & The Wellerman Song (which 

the children all joined in with), and Wade in the Water. The children were mesmerised! Some were dancing with their heads 

and hands - it really was difficult to sit still!  

Ivy Bee class were then lucky enough to have a master class from the musicians. They were split into different orchestral 

groups and were given the opportunity to accompany the musicians in a piece called the Padstow Lifeboat. 

There was a string section with cellos with Casper, and Wilbur on his violin; a wind section with clarinets, piccolos and flutes 

and a big brass section, with our own musicians Lucy, Nico, Charlie and Leigh heading this up.  

It was a wonderful opportunity for the children to work with a professional orchestra. 

It was a fabulous afternoon: all the children were inspired and engaged.  

Thank you to Mrs Sharp (Music Subject Leader) and Nia Collins (Isle of Wight Music Hub Lead) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gates 

The gates are closed at 3pm every day, rather than at the end of clubs. Please collect 

your children from after-school clubs from the hall door,  except for the bell ringers (St 

Mary’s Church) and cricket club (Warnes Lane). 

Many thanks. 



Key dates this year 
 
 

 

 

 Friday 26th May: Last day of term 
 

 Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June: Half term 
 

 Friday 9th June: Class photos 

 

 Friday 9th June: Ivy Bee story time session with parents (2.25pm) 
 

 Friday 16th June: Mufti day in return for cakes for Northcourt Manor Open 

Gardens 

 

 Friday 16th June: Honey Bee story time session with parents (2.25pm) 
 

 Monday 19th—Wednesday 21st June: Y4 Kingswood residential 
 

 Friday 23rd June: Sports Day (details to follow nearer the time) 
 

 Monday 26th June: Tony Peek Poetry Workshops 
 

 Thursday 29th June: Y6 Leavers’ Service at Portsmouth Cathedral (letter to 

follow nearer the time) 

 

 Friday 30th June: Bumble Bee story time session with parents (2.25pm) 
 

 Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th July: High school transition days 
 

 Tuesday 4th July: Whole school transition morning 
 

 Friday 7th July: Reports go home 
 

 Tuesday 11th July: Forest Day  
 

 Tuesday 11th July: Parents Evening 
 

 Friday 14th July: Science Day  
 

 Monday 17th—Tuesday 18th July: Y6 Corfe residential (details to follow)  
 

 Thursday 20th July: School closed for staff development day 
 

 Friday 21st July: School closed for staff development day 

 

 

 

 





Have you seen Tax-Free Childcare (TFC) – What is it? 

Government support for working parents, including the 
self-employed, in the UK working at least 16 hours at the 

National Minimum Wage.  
For children aged 0-11 or until 16 if disabled.  

(Preschool/ Breakfast/Afterschool/Holiday Club) 
 
- Parents and carers can earn up to £100k each per year and still be eligible for TFC.  
- For every £8 a parent pays into an online account, the government will add an extra £2. 
   Up to £2,000 per child per year or £4, 000 each year if the child has a disability.  
- This is for parents who aren't receiving Tax Credits, Universal Credit, or childcare vouchers. 
 
Setting up an account and payments  
- Parents apply for an account through: childcarechoices.gov.uk. 
- HMRC confirm via email, and you can set up their TFC account.   
- Accounts can be opened at any time of the year and can be used straight away.  
- Parents search for provider in the ‘Your Tax-Free Childcare account’ section of the account homepage by 
name, address, postcode.  (Niton Preschool, School Lane, Niton PO38 2BP)  
- Parents pay money into the TFC account. The top up will be added automatically.  
- The government top-up is applied to deposits made for each child, not household.   
Parents can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each child to help with the costs of 
childcare.  
- Parents pay the childcare provider directly through the childcare account using bank transfer.   
 
- For every £8 a parent pays into this account, the government will pay in £2 to use to pay the      
provider.  
- Parents can use Tax Free Child to pay for additional childcare costs: 

Our preschool consumable charges: You pay £16.00 Government pays £4.00. 

























Starting on Friday 28th April, Mr Goldsmith will 

be running eight Dynamos Cricket sessions for 

children aged 8-11 at Cowes Cricket Club. 

The sessions are open to all children aged 8-11 

(not just from Brighstone) and will run between 

5.15pm and 6.15pm each Friday evening, with 

the final session taking place on Friday 16th 

June. 

The cost of the eight-week programme is just 

£20 - to sign up your child, please click on the 

following link - https://ecb.clubspark.uk/

Dynamos/Course/3967cab0-ff75-4535-94ed-

8c5393c65e6e. For signing up, your child will 

receive a personalised playing shirt, Topps 

Cricket Attax Cards and access to the Dynamos 

App. 

Any children that sign up could end up as part 

of the Cowes U11 hardball squad, whilst any 

girls that sign up will be part of the Cowes U11 

Girls Dynamos squad for the 2023 season. 

 

 

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/a4c8988d-ce72-437d-a8bd-

888bd84ff51c?fbclid=IwAR3vYJ-

NdKPleQK3CxmUPaD8u0NCyA-

Q4m1CToJMc3LFLN8_Ejq7QEsj0KmU 

 

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/Course/6b41c358-8843-4ea4-996c-
ee8b87aec96f?fbclid=IwAR0IiUvF8mcUprEC-

https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/a4c8988d-ce72-437d-a8bd-888bd84ff51c?fbclid=IwAR3vYJ-NdKPleQK3CxmUPaD8u0NCyAQ4m1CToJMc3LFLN8_Ejq7QEsj0KmU
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/a4c8988d-ce72-437d-a8bd-888bd84ff51c?fbclid=IwAR3vYJ-NdKPleQK3CxmUPaD8u0NCyAQ4m1CToJMc3LFLN8_Ejq7QEsj0KmU
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/a4c8988d-ce72-437d-a8bd-888bd84ff51c?fbclid=IwAR3vYJ-NdKPleQK3CxmUPaD8u0NCyAQ4m1CToJMc3LFLN8_Ejq7QEsj0KmU
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/AllStars/Course/a4c8988d-ce72-437d-a8bd-888bd84ff51c?fbclid=IwAR3vYJ-NdKPleQK3CxmUPaD8u0NCyAQ4m1CToJMc3LFLN8_Ejq7QEsj0KmU
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/Course/6b41c358-8843-4ea4-996c-ee8b87aec96f?fbclid=IwAR0IiUvF8mcUprEC-Svf1OoJnNYTj6D9QZrbjuK5FJVNhJIO9-gRUsO8Nk4
https://ecb.clubspark.uk/Dynamos/Course/6b41c358-8843-4ea4-996c-ee8b87aec96f?fbclid=IwAR0IiUvF8mcUprEC-Svf1OoJnNYTj6D9QZrbjuK5FJVNhJIO9-gRUsO8Nk4











