
Dear parents, carers and children, 

Change is afoot this week! The children have been very excited to see our amazing new 

trim trail on the school field. We can’t wait to use it once the field dries out a bit (it’s 

been very wet over the past few weeks). Trim trails are great for encouraging          

imaginative play, developing perseverance, improving cognitive ability, developing 

core strength and agility, gross motor skills and balance and coordination.                

Furthermore, the physical activity gained from this type of activity can be beneficial for 

children’s mental health, helping to improve self-esteem, and reduce stress and     

anxiety. Who would have thought a trim trail could do so much! 

A huge thank you to the BSA and everyone who took part in and sponsored the Round the Island Relay Race who contributed towards the 

total cost. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

The EARA group have also been busy planning improvements. They have created ’task force’ groups with a different focus for each. One 

group have identified a need to develop our Quiet Zone in the playground (in the wooden summer house), so they have decided that     

beanbags, cushions, sensory toys, books and hanging baskets are just the ticket to ensure that it becomes a quiet, safe and welcoming space 

for those who need it. Two of the EARA group are drawing up a rota of members to monitor the correct use of the space (no running) and to 

provide support to those who need it. Watch this space! 

Another ‘task force’ within the EARA group have decided that we 

need a greater range of diverse and inclusive books, so have been 

making some recommendations and carrying out research. We have 

received some books on approval which the EARA group explored 

today, making their choices on which books they think look enticing! 

Next week, six representatives from the EARA group will be visiting 

Gatten and Lake Primary School to meet with other schools’          

representatives and present our actions so far. Thank you, EARA 

group, for all your ideas and hard work.  

Another thank you to the School Council who met today. They discussed a range of topics, including the development and use of the school 

garden, the classroom learning environments and making compost from food waste. I look forward to seeing your ideas come to fruition. 

I am very proud of our children who contribute thoughtful and insightful ideas to our discussions on how to make our school even better! 

With best wishes,  

Mrs Lennon and the Brighstone Team 

 

Learning and Achieving Through Love,      

Courage and Respect 

This week’s Collective Worship theme is Courage: Stepping out of 

your comfort zone 

It can take great courage to do something new or 

challenging. We call it ‘stepping out of our comfort 

zone’. Sometimes small steps are needed, but they 

can take us to new and exciting places!  

We explored the story of Moses and the Burning Bush. Moses’ 

courage was really tested when he received a message from God 

to rescue his people from slavery and take them out of Egypt.  

Do you have a challenge that lies ahead? 

What small steps could you take to start 

achieving your challenge? 

Facing challenges prayer 

Dear Lord, 

Give us your strength to face challenges. 

Help us to remember that sometimes we need to take small steps to 

begin with, 

But it’s starting the journey that matters. 

Thank you that just as you promised to be with Moses, 

You have also promised to be with us,  

Wherever the journey leads us. 

Amen 

 

“Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for 

the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1.9 



School Dinners 
Children in Year R, 1 and 2 are entitled to a ‘universal’ free school meal everyday.  

Children in Years 3-6 are charged at £2.35 per day.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Safeguarding 
 

If you have a concern about a child over the  
Christmas break you can call the police on 999 if you 

feel they are at risk of immediate harm 
 

You can contact the NSPCC: 

Or call children’s services 0300 300 0117 

   Poetry Corner 
 

 

Who has seen the wind? 
 

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you: 
But when the leaves hang trembling, 
The wind is passing through. 
 
Who has seen the wind? 
Neither you nor I: 
But when the trees bow down their heads, 
The wind is passing by. 
 
Christina Rossetti 
 

Grammar and Spelling Matters 
Each week we will include a mini grammar or spelling 
lesson so you know what your children are learning! 

 

 

Grammar: Commonly misused words 
 

Can or may? 
 

Can refers to a person’s ability to do something, 
whereas may is used to ask permission.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
However, can is often now used to ask permission in    

informal circumstances. 
 
 
 

Attendance Matters! 

Week Commencing 9th January 

Whole School attendance target: 

96.5% 

      

 Actual Attendance: 96.09% 

Late marks this week: 6 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Week 3 

Macaroni Cheese Chicken Pie Roast Turkey Fish Fingers Beef bolognese Option 1 

Veggie Sausages Tomato Pasta Tomata Pasta Quorn dippers Veggie bolognese Option 2 

Dessert Ice cream Jelly Cookie Apple Crumble Crispy bar 

Baguettes now available on  

Tuesdays and Thursdays instead 

of JPs (ham, cheese or tuna) 

Can you cook? 

May I come along? 



Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
This winter, many people who have never had to ask for help before will need support.  

All Islanders can get help with the cost of living.  
 

 Isle of Wight Council Website:https://beta.iow.gov.uk/keep-the-island-safe/cost-of-
living/ 

 Call the Citizens Advice line for free: 0800 144 88 48 or go to citizensadviceiw.org.uk  

 The Footprint Trust can help with energy saving. Contact them on 01983 822282 

or footprint-trust.co.uk  

 General Island support, advice, events: www.islefindit.org.uk  

 Information about cost of living support on the UK government web-

site: helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk  

 Mental health support: iwmentalhealth.co.uk  

 Medical help and mental health support: call 111 or NHS 111 Find out about help 

and support available for Islanders on our website  
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Bumble Bee Ellie - for increased confidence in class and working hard on 

her speed sounds. Rufus - for  great input in RE. Annie - for 

super concentration in Maths. Charlie - super symmetry 

work. Meadow - for trying hard in reading and Maths. 

Honey Bee Tom - for beautiful writing in English. 

Ivy Bee Jude - for great suggestions in Science. 

Sports Bee Ellie - for being a great listener and role model in PE. 

Bee-Haviour Helena - for using the 6th B and “giving it a go” 



 

 

 

 

 

Honey Bee Class 

In Y3/4, they have been reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. They have been learning how to improve 

sentences.  

Miss Smith gave them a boring sentence that they had to improve with conjunctions, adjectives and     

adverbs in order to captivate the reader.  

Tom was chosen for the Golden Book this week for his amazing sentence. I think you’ll agree that his 

choice of vocabulary has really improved the sentence to captivate the reader and paint a picture in their 

mind.  

Well done, Tom! 

 



Key dates this term  
 

 

 Wednesday 18th January: EARA meeting at Gatten and Lake Primary 

School (6 children attending as representatives) 

 

 Friday 10th February: Last day of term 

 

 Monday 13th—Friday 17th February: Half term 

 

 Monday 3rd April—Friday 14th April: Easter holidays 

 

 Monday 8th May – Extra Bank Holiday (due to the King’s Coronation) 

 

 Monday 29th May—Friday 2nd June: Half term 

 

 Thursday 20th July: School closed for staff development day 

 

 Friday 21st July: School closed for staff development day 

 

 

 

 

 












