
Our History Curriculum 

 

Our History Intent  

Our intention is to inspire our pupils to become curious about the past, stimulating 

their interest in the lives of previous generations by providing a series of enquiry 

based, ‘hands on’ lessons that make good use of artefacts, visits from experts and 

trips to historic sites and museums.  

Our children will gain a sound knowledge and understanding of Britain’s history as well as 

that of ancient civilizations from around the world. We will teach children the skills in 

historical inquiry needed to research the past in a rigorous and thorough manner. They will 

learn to ask relevant questions, think critically, weigh evidence and sift arguments in order to 

develop their own views on past events and lives. They will come to understand how the past 

has shaped how we live today.  

Our History Implementation 

We will achieve this through a focus on: 

 Enquiry based learning will form the basis of our history teaching. Each 

history unit will have a main question through which learning will grow over 

a sequence of lessons. Planning will follow the Hampshire 6 step enquiry 

format or will be broken down into sub-enquiries with a question driving 

each lesson (HA planning). 

 Long term planning will include the units to be taught and the historical skills and processes to be 

focused on for each unit. The HIAS long term planner format will be used to track the skills taught. 

All skills and processes will be covered at least twice in each Keystage.  

 When a new historical period is introduced to the children it must be made explicit where it sits 

chronologically in relation to previous topics studied. Each class will display a timeline covering the 

periods that the children have encountered so far in their school career (this may be produced by the 

children). This will be added to as new units are covered. In addition in Keystage 2 a timeline featuring 

world history and showing the overlap of civilizations will be displayed and referred to during 

teaching sessions. 

  Where possible, a visit to a museum or historical site or a visit to the school by an expert will be 

arranged in order to increase the children’s hands on experience and engagement with their learning.  

 Enquiries will be taught using a range of high quality resources. (These can be ordered from the 

Carisbrooke castle museum or from The Isle of Wight learning centre). High quality texts will be added 

to our library collection to make book research more inclusive for all abilities and ages. 

 Displays within the classroom- Working walls will display vocabulary 

relevant to the period studied. This is to include vocabulary from the 

Keystage 1 and Keystage 2 Historical vocabulary list (Steve Davey PH 69). 

Vocabulary is to be taught using various strategies eg games such a bingo, 

scavenger hunts as well as vocabulary grids adapted from those used in 

English. 



Topic working wall to include some age appropriate chronological vocabulary to do with the passing 

of time e.g. meanwhile, at the same time, while this was happening, first, finally, later, Pre 1939  etc.  

Home corner changed into historic home corner with labels identifying historic features. 

 Lessons must be planned to visit previous historical learning to ensure that it is firmly embedded 

within the children’s schema. It is important that the children are able to recall and make use of 

previous learning in order that links can be made between periods. 

 Children will be assessed at the end of a unit.  The children will be assessed on the focused historical 

skill or process from the unit. This will help to inform teacher judgement.  

Our History Intended Impact 

This series of changes to our history curriculum is designed to increase the children’s 

interest in the past.  Lessons will be creative and enjoyable with resources that 

stimulate the children’s curiosity. They will be enquiry lead and include an appropriate 

level of challenge, research, collaborative learning and opportunities to share expertise 

with others.  

 All children will develop specific historic knowledge of the periods they study, which 

they will be able to recall and add to as they continue through the school. They will 

acquire subject specific skills and concepts, such as chronology, cause and effect, continuity and change, 

which they will frequently revisit, build on and progress in. This will ready them later for the study of history 

at KS3. 

Our history curriculum will support the children to become responsible citizens with a set of 

core values built on an understanding of their cultural heritage.  

By implementing the above plan we will ensure that all National Curriculum objectives are 

covered and that history is taught in a consistent way across the school.   

 

  

 


