








Theme/Unit:  Eggs as a sign of new life





RE FS





Year:  R





Term:  Spring 2





Key concept:  Reminder/symbol of new life





Intended learning outcomes:





Children will be able to:





Step 1	begin to communicate their ideas about eggs as a reminder/symbol of new life


Step 2 	begin to identify how Christians use eggs as a reminder/ symbol of new life


Step 3 	share their own experiences of eggs


Step 4 	begin to reflect on their own ideas about eggs as a reminder/symbol


Step 5	respond in a variety of ways to their own ideas and experiences.	


Foundation Stage








Sequence of activities:





Step 1 – Communicate: What do we think about eggs?


Hatch out some real eggs in an incubator if possible. Children role play being in an egg all curled up, and chipping their way out. Play music as they role play an egg hatching. How do they feel when they have a new life? Discuss with children. Use activity – draw an egg and complete: My egg makes me think about … This may well need a lot of adult support for the younger or less able children. Display results.


Step 2 – Apply: Do we all think the same?


Compare different eggs and different children’s responses from the display. Consider the different ways we think about eggs.


Step 3 – Enquire: How can eggs be a reminder?


Read the story of Baby Goz. Question: What are eggs? What do you know about eggs? If possible, watch a video showing eggs hatching. Children sequence pictures of a hatching egg. Compare a hen’s egg and a chocolate egg – look at similarities and differences. Discuss. Hens’ eggs have new life. The chocolate egg is a reminder of new life.


Step 4 – Contextualise: How do Christians use eggs as a reminder/ symbol of new life? 


Show Easter eggs and Easter decorations, cards, cake decorations, eggs, etc. Through a Christian persona doll, illustrate how Christian families use eggs (decorations, cards, cake decorations, etc) to help them to remember that Jesus had a new life after he died. Very simply tell the story of Jesus being arrested and dying and the women who found the empty tomb. Children make egg cards to send to the persona doll.


Step 5 – Evaluate: Do you think eggs are a useful reminder/symbol of new life?


Is it important to think about new life? What does it make Christians think about? Do people want to think about new life all the time? Why/why not? Do the Easter eggs and decorations help Christians to remember Jesus’ new life? Discuss.


.








Opportunities for promoting children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development:





Spiritual: providing an opportunity for reflection on their own beliefs and giving them an opportunity to learn about the beliefs of others.





Moral: reflecting on making decisions and when others may influence us. To see when a decision is the right one and when someone is influenced by the wrong things. 





Social: sharing our own experiences and respond to the experiences of others. Working and socialising with others in a range of learning opportunities. To develop mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.





Cultural: a willingness to respond to and participate in a variety of art, musical and cultural experiences.





Cross-curricular links:





Art  


Using art and craft opportunities to develop the concept and to explore the concept of new life.





Drama


Opportunities for role playing an egg hatching using music and dance to perform to.


Circle time and discussion opportunities for speaking and listening.





Literacy


Opportunities to listen and respond to the story of Baby Goz, and to consider the meaning of this.


Talking about why the concept is important to them


Discussing why the concept is important to Christians and therefore seeing something from another viewpoint.











Assessment opportunities:





Evidence can be gathered when children:


discuss similarities and differences


make cards


discuss


complete activity sheet


discuss different responses.





Resources:


Video or film on chicks hatching eg � HYPERLINK "http://www.msichicago.org/experiment/videos/the-hatchery" ��http://www.msichicago.org/experiment/videos/the-hatchery�


Pictures to sequence.


Baby Goz, by Steve Weatherill.


Christian family festivals, by Rod Hunt, pages 8 – 9.


Selection of craft materials, card and eggs.  Easter eggs, decorations and cards.









